THE LINK
Upcoming Events
Happy New Year
Welcome 2020
Have a better vision!
Wednesday Night Bible Study
6:00pm in the Pastor’s office
Come and ‘Be Fed’
by the Gospel
GHBC Clothing Closet
Open Thursdays 9:30-noon
Participation welcome
Choir Rehearsal
Thursdays 7:00pm
Help our choir grow
Men’s Breakfast
Saturdays Breakfast 8amBible Study 9am
Come feed body and soul
Family Movie Night
January 17 at 7:00
“Breakthrough” w/Krissy
Come join be inspired
Week of Prayer
For Christian Unity
January 18-25th
Martin Luther King, Jr Day
January 20th

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to find
the error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Griselda
Gardner found
the error in the
December Link.

Paul Neal
Belknap, James, Jr
Barbara Moore
Carl David Sandridge III
Mary Ann Sawyer
Michael Chack
Calista Sandridge
Jennifer Skeriotis

Jan 2
Jan 9
Jan 9
Jan 15
Jan 20
Jan 22
Jan 27
Jan 28

Special Dates
• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2020
• Wednesday Night Bible Study, 6:00pm
• GHBC Clothing Closet Thursdays, 9:30am-noon
• PS&S Ultrasound Bus Thursdays, noon-4:30pm
• Choir Rehearsal Thursdays, 7:00pm
• Men’s Prayer Breakfast Saturdays, 8:00am
• Family Movie Night, January 17, 2020, 7:00pm
• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2020
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 20, 2020

At Home With God
Of all persons, the Christian should be best prepared
for whatever the New Year brings. … In Christ he has
disposed of a thousand enemies that other men must
face alone and unprepared. He can face his tomorrow
cheerful and unafraid because yesterday he turned
his feet into the ways of peace and today he lives in
God.
MaThe man who has made
God his dwelling place
Will always have a safe
habitation.
—A.W. Tozer

We live in interesting times. On one hand it seems our
sense of right and wrong are finally coming into their own
with the ‘me too’ movement. People are finally advocating
loudly for the thousands who have been victimized over the
years. And we see droves of Hollywood personalities who
are competing to hold themselves up as the great moral
arbiters of our generation. Yet they have also been the
ones complicit in protecting the breeding ground for people
like Harvey Weinstein, Jeffrey Epstein, Hugh Heffner, Woody
Allen, Bill Cosby and Bill Clinton.
Our schools preach the evils of bullying and how everyone
should be treated equally, fairly and compassionately. But at the same time we have
legislators pressing for school sports, restrooms, locker rooms and even showers to be
open to those individuals who claim to be ‘transitioning’, essentially wiping away the
personal safety of the vast majority while disregarding their feelings, rights and privacy.
All this, even as the required school curriculum has been sexualized to the point of
being pornographic!
This country was established as a sovereign nation of laws, yet many of these same
people are doing all they can to drum up support for open borders, allowing millions
to illegally enter our country. We have governors decrying the inhumanity of our ICE
agents and other law enforcement agencies, while they are actively creating ‘sanctuary
cities’ where thieves, robbers, rapists, gang members and murderers can go to evade
prosecution.
But why should we be so amazed when the sinful world acts badly, when we see some
of our major religious denominations capitulating to the LBGTQ movement? Just this
week our United Methodist brothers announced an impending split in their
denomination over ordaining gay clergy and performing same sex unions.
Supporters say, “It’s no big deal, the church is simply trying to be inclusive.” And yet
to accommodate these “little changes,” we have to essentially agree that God’s Word
needs revised, so as to go along with our newly “enlightened” beliefs! And just how
would we justify ourselves to the 2000 years of our Lord’s faithful followers who were
taught to call sin a sin?
So the question before us is, ‘should we be inclusive?’ Of course we should! Our Lord
never cast anyone from His presence. His heart’s desire was that ALL men would come
to a saving knowledge. But while we welcome any and all who seek Christian fellowship
and to learn more about our Savior, we have to allow Scripture to set our limits and
establish our boundaries. Any variation from that standard is sin.

Board of Missions
Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold
Your regular monthly contributions continue to reach
outside of our church, heling others in witness and service for
Christ as mandated by the Great Commission. The Great Commission
is Jesus’ instructions to His disciples to spread His teachings to all of the nations of the
world.
Lighthouse Children’s Home: Thank you for your contributions to the coin folder
campaign. Your donations helped to provide the 117 children with a special Christmas
as well as other necessities. This is an ongoing effort and coin folders are always on the
table in the back of the church
With your support the new year will bring many opportunities for our church to work as
Christ’s disciples in a world in need of His love and guidance.
Donna Conley, Chairman
January 5, 2020
MAY GOD BLESS OUR GIVING!

A Sacred Partnership
Bible scholar William Barclay notes that John the Baptist was “startled and unwilling” when Jesus
asked to be baptized. The evangelist thought he needed what Jesus could give, not the reverse!
We are pros at taking our needs to God — indeed He invites this: “Call on me in the day of trouble”
(Psalm 50:15). But God also comes to us with needs: “Mortal, I am sending you” (Ezekiel 2:3, NRSV);
“Go ... make disciples” (Matthew 28:19); “Carry each other’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2, NIV).
Apparently, God prefers partnership to acting solo. From the beginning, God has invited people to
name the animals, tend the garden, welcome strangers, build the tabernacle, proclaim his word,
ensure justice and mercy, share His love.
What does God need from you, as Jesus needed baptism from John? Salvation is God’s alone to
accomplish, but then He calls us to share work withHim, for the world’s sake. So we echo Jesus:
“Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this” (Matthew 3:15, NIV).
—Heidi Mann

2020…when I say it I think of vision. The Decade of Vision! What an
amazing concept! The beginning of the year always seems to be a time of
reflection and self-promise of the coming years ‘resolutions’. It would be
so much better it seems to me is to ‘resolve’ to have a Decade of Vision.
Vision of God’s blessings and His Word, Visions of service to the church,
and the spreading the Good News to the unbeliever…the Vision of stepping
out of one’s comfort zone help preach, perhaps to someone you meet that may not be societies elite.
It doesn’t take long to see: some person, perhaps holding a sign at a street corner, some single
parent juggling jobs to pay the bills and nurture the family, the elderly in nursing homes or still in
their homes but shut in, the ill or hospitalized, etc. There is always someone that has less. Someone
needing a hand up (and a hand out). The Decade of Vision means that we quit driving by the
cardboard sign and witness to the person behind it. The Vision to cloth people like we do in our GHBC
Clothing Closet and share the Lord Jesus Christ. The Vision to share the Gospel to youth in the Good
News Club. God expects us to do His Work and be His hands on the street. As the saying goes, “the
impossible will take a little longer”
Yes the Decade of Vision can be a jumping off point into God’s ministry which takes many shapes.
Open your eyes and hearts and you will have the Vision of what God wants you to do!

A Prayer for the Journey
The following prayer, almost 1,000 years
old, was written for pilgrims walking the
Camino de Santiago (the Way of St.
James) — 500 miles across northern Spain.
Use this adaption as you journey into the
new year:
God, you called your servant Abraham
from Ur in Chaldea, watching over him in
all his wanderings, and guided the Hebrew
people as they crossed the desert. Guard
your children, who seek to grow in you
this year. Be their companion on the way,
their guide at the crossroads, their
strength in weariness, their defense in
dangers, their shelter on the path, their
shade in the heat, their light in the
darkness, their comfort in
discouragement, and the firmness of their
intentions. Through your guidance, may
they be enriched with Grace and Virtue,
and be filled with Salutary and lasting
Joy.
—from the 12th-century Codex Calixtinus

Flowers
We are constantly being blessed with flowers
from Hopkin-Lawver and now Newcomer
Funeral Homes. It allows our sanctuary to
smell amazing and look beautiful.
That being said, there is no money right now
for purchasing flowers. Envelopes are
attached to the January Link to help fund
flowers this year. It’s to purchase a few cut
flowers when needed. Placed in Monica, a
little does a lot. You can sponsor a month too
for around $20.00 for cuttings to be
arranged by our talented Monica
Please make checks payable to Lorie Witchey(will be turned in for tax purposes). Cash is
always appreciated too.
Your $5 or $10 will go a long way!
Thank you- Lorie, Flower Committee

Begin Anew

“The Wise Men”

Every morning lean thine arms awhile
Upon the windowsill of heaven
And gaze upon thy Lord.
Then, with the vision in thy heart,
Turn strong to meet thy day.

Oh, we have learnt to peer and pore
On tortured puzzles from our youth,
We know all labyrinthine lore,
We are the three wise men of yore,
And we know all things but the truth. …
Go humbly, humble are the skies,
And low and large and fierce the star;
So very near the manger lies
That we may travel far.

—Thomas Blake

If you have an ACME receipt dated on or before
December 28th, please get it to Debbie Arnold as soon as
possible so it can be added to the total.
See you in the spring for our Rose Dinner.
We will be saving a seat for you in May!

How to Find Peace
Blessed are the single-hearted, for they shall enjoy
much peace. If you refuse to be hurried and pressed,
if you stay your soul on God, nothing can keep you
from that clearness of spirit which is life and peace.
In that stillness you will know what his will is.
—Amy Carmichael

The next Church Council meeting
will be on February 23rd at
7:00pm.
Budget for 2020 will be
discussed.
All are urged to attend.

The best
vitamin for
a believer is
B1

The Living Present
There are two ways of remembering. One is to make an
excursion from the living present back into the dead past.
The other way is to summon the dead past back into the
living present. …
When Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me,” (1
Corinthians 11:24), He was not prescribing a periodic slug
of nostalgia.
—Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking

Hark! Laughter like a lion wakes
To roar to the resounding plain.
And the whole heaven shouts and
shakes,
For God Himself is born again. …
—G.K. Chesterton

Instruments of Praise
Some innovative musicians play
instruments that actually melt at
their fingertips. Their ice creations
— everything from drums and a pipe
organ to harps and didgeridoos —
make awe-inspiring sounds (search
online to hear for yourself).
The unique challenges posed by
dissolving instruments seem to
increase their impact.
“ICEstruments” sculptor Tim
Linhart says concertgoers, whose
bodies also are largely composed of
water, often feel a “spiritual
connection” to the music.
Although people don’t melt, our
physical bodies eventually return to
ashes and dust. Despite that
impermanence, God created us as
wonderful instruments to make
joyful noises for Him: “Let
everything that has breath praise
the LORD!” (Psalm 150:6).
—adapted from The Wired Word

Love in Action
Martin Luther King Jr., whose life and legacy we honor this
month, spoke often about the power of love. In fact, he
equated the practice of nonviolence with “absolute
commitment to the way of love.”
Love, declared the minister and activist, “is the only force
capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.” And, he
said, anyone who’s “devoid of the power to love” is “devoid
of the power to forgive.”

The Power of Listening
Jesus repeatedly urged His
followers to not simply hear
but listen to His teachings. Others
also have championed sincere
listening to show compassion and
respect.
“Part of doing something is
listening.”
―Madeleine L'Engle, A Swiftly
Tilting Planet

King distinguished between true love and “empty
sentimentalism,” however. He taught — and showed — that
love is “the active outpouring of one’s whole being into the
being of another.”

“One of the most sincere forms of
respect is actually listening to
what another has to say.”
—Bryant H. McGill

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the ultimate “active
outpouring” of love, and we can choose to follow His example
daily.

“And so he listened. And in his
listening, his heart opened wide
and then wider still.”
—Kate DiCamillo, The Miraculous
Journey of Edward Tulane

“Because of Calvary I’m free to choose,” writes Max Lucado
in When God Whispers Your Name. “No occasion justifies
hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness. I choose love.
Today I will love God and what God loves.”

“Too often we underestimate the
power of … a listening ear … to
turn a life around.”
―Leo Buscaglia

Kairos Corner
It’s a new year for the Kairos program in GCI.
The Pastor has been personally involved for years, but if you* are
interested in volunteering for the program, please see Ed. Another man of
faith is always needed. He goes behind the walls the second Saturday of
each month.
Also, please continue to hold the men in your prayers, both inside the walls and the men
outside the walls that are ministering to them.

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 24:4
(*men only, they don’t allow women in the men’s prison except on the last day of the Kairos
weekend)

Christian Education
The 2020 Christian Ed schedule is still in the planning stages.
The Family Movie Night movie for January is “Breakthrough”. It is on
January 17th at 7:00pm. The movie stars Krissy Metz from ‘This is Us’.
It is a faith based movie that is based on a child in peril. It is going to be
a great night with an inspirational movie, great fellowship and as always, yummy
snacks.
Your Christian Education Board: Sandy Tompkins, Debi-Ellen Beckett & Pam Witchey
(Sunday School Superintendent)

Good News Club
For 2020, the Good News Club is hoping to expand its reach at Seiberling Learning Center. It is such a
wonderful program that teaches the Word of God to children. It may very well be the first exposure some
of these children get the “Good News of Jesus Christ”.
The Child Evangelism Fellowship has planned the curriculum for this year and it’s going to be an exciting
year!
It is every Friday 2:30 to 4:00pm for the next few months, with days correlating with the school calendar.
There’s always room for one more volunteer teacher! And if teaching scares you, there’s always being an
assistant!
Change Your Spot
In the Old Testament, Jeremiah becomes so
disgusted with his people’s unfaithfulness and
idolatry that he almost believes they can’t
change. He wonders whether a leopard can
change its spots. When a Sunday school
teacher posed that question, one student
pondered before replying, “Yes … If he
doesn’t like the spot he’s in, he can change
it.”
Jeremiah reached a similar conclusion: His
people could change their evil ways — their
“spots” — if they chose to. “You can do good
who are accustomed to do evil,” he says
(Jeremiah 13:23, NRSV). As another prophet
later notes, God has shown us “what is good
… To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8, NIV).
What spot — or spots — can you change?

“No one is useless in this
world who lightens the
burdens of another.”
—Charles Dickens
“Our hope is not in the new
year, but in the One who
makes all things new.”
—Unknown

“We should work for a world not
simply that hates hatred, but
that loves love.”
—Fr. James Martin, S.J.

This Little Light
Worldwide, more than 1 billion people lack access to electricity; another
1.5 billion have irregular access. One new tool that’s literally brightening
lives is an inflatable, waterproof, solar-powered lantern. With 10 tiny
LED lights, “Luci” can shine about 15 square feet of light for up to 24
hours on a full charge. Yet the lantern weighs just 4 ounces, so it’s easy
to transport.
Though this versatile lantern has many uses, inventor Jason Alan Snyder is
especially excited about its potential to help people living in darkness. For
each $10 donation at mpowerd.com, one Luci lantern is sent for disaster
relief and humanitarian aid.
Little lights — whether solar-powered or Jesus-powered — make a big
impact in our dark world.
—adapted from HomeTouch

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

ch

1767 Goodyear Blvd
Akron, Ohio 44305
Phone: 330-784-5497
Fax: 330-784-8656
E-mail: Goodyear.baptist@sbcglobal.net
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goodyearheightsbaptistchurch

9:15 a.m. – Praise in room 18
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

Worship Time

Church Office Hours: 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

Pastor: D. Edward Witchey
Music Director: David Fisher

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

Website: http://www.ghbcakron.org/

