THE LINK
Upcoming Events
ACME Cash Back Program
Ends December 28th
1st Sunday of Advent
December 1st
2nd Sunday of Advent
December 8th
3rd Sunday of Advent
December 15
4th Sunday of Advent
December 22nd
Congregational Meting
December 15th
After worship
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
December 24th at 7:30pm
Christmas Day
December 25th
Watch Night
December 31,9:30pm-2020
Fun, games, Food and Praise
Happy New Year
Welcome 2020

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to find
the error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Kathi
Wyatt found
the error in the
November Link.

Dorothy Taylor
Griselda Gardner
Julie Baker
Karen Foster
Rebecca Byrne
Julio Berrios
Jenna (Baker) Chack
Jillian (Baker) Pepper
Nathaniel Levan
Special Dates
Gwen Miller
• First Sunday of Advent,Gwenda
December
1, 2019
Wilson
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dec 3
Dec 4
Dec 12
Dec 14
Dec 14
Dec 27
Dec 28
Dec 28
Dec 30
Dec 31
Dec 31

Second Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2019
Third Sunday of Advent, December 15, 2019
First day of winter, December 21, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22, 2019
Christmas Eve Service, December 24, 2019
Christmas Day, December 25, 2019
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2019-2020

“Be Born in Us Today”
In 1865, Phillips Brooks, an Episcopal preacher from
Boston, went on a Holy Land pilgrimage. Riding
horseback from Jerusalem to Bethlehem for Christmas
Eve worship at the Church of the Nativity was so
moving that he wrote “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”
The hymn’s final stanza addresses the town’s most
famous newborn:
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings
tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Oh, how I wish I were a better man!
Up until the time I got firmly rooted in ministry, I
always had it in the back of my mind that there were
two basic types of people; ministers- and the rest of
us. Yet as I went through the arduous and drawn out
ordination process, I had the opportunity to get to
know some of my colleagues on a more personal
level, and I had to reassess my understanding.
Not that clergy are bad people, in fact they are some
of the best folks I have ever known. What I’m saying
is- I was surprised to discover that they have many of the same struggles,
doubts, fears and misgivings as the rest of us. This revelation was comforting
on one level, yet it always seems a little painful when our dreams die.
So since I have been forced to rethink the sanctity of the clergy, then I
suppose it should come as no surprise when folks who ‘have been in church
forever’ continue to disappoint me…
I have mentioned how I have always been drawn to new believers. It often
seems they have a corner on true, unwavering faith. Though they might not
know the correct order of the Gospels or know which Old Testament prophet
was swallowed by a big fish, they are the ones who see God’s hand working in
our world today and who strive continually to lead better lives.
But ‘inside the church’ can be a difficult environment. There are folks who
think they deserve to be in charge, folks who think it is their right to control a
board or committee decade after decade, who think THEIR opinion matters
more than ours ever could.
Sour grapes? Maybe. And if our church was growing and thriving and
expanding our ministry exponentially, then I would be a fool to complain. Yet
there is the saying, ‘those who ignore history are doomed to repeat it’. So as
the New Year approaches and the power brokers shift titles once again among
the same old suspects, remember, we can continue on the same path of
decline we’ve been on since anyone here can remember, or we can chose to
do the right thing, albeit the difficult thing, and switch things up a bit.
Can we honestly say we are doing everything to the Glory of God, or are we
simply choosing to do it our way?

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Our mission focus this month will be Lighthouse Children’s
Home-Christmas coin folder program. Information is posted on
the bulletin board in the sanctuary and the folders are on the
back table.
We look forward to serving more in 2020.
MAY GOD BLESS OUR GIVING!
Good News Club

The Good News Club is a blessing to the teachers as well as the students and helpers.
It is a beautiful way to present the Gospel simply and easy to understand.
Young people get a snack, learn a Bible verse and even learn a little bit about manners,
They have a good time while they’re doing it too.
It is such a worthwhile program!
This church has gone through so many things this year: the Easter
Worship Service and pancake breakfast, Vacation Bible School, the
City of Akron’s Great Streets, our annual Church Picnic, CAG Food
Truck Fair, Harvest Fest, Family Fun Day (picnic), our Centennial,
Trunk or Treat, Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child,
Thanksgiving dinner and a Church decorating party.
We have served the community with our GHBC Clothing Closet, hosting PS&S ultrasound bus,
passed out hundreds of hot dogs, provided food for people struggling that day with food
insecurity and ministered to many hurting hearts.
We have supported Camp Koinonia, Heart Reach, Snow Angels, Lighthouse Children’s Home, Angel
Tree and of course the Kairos Program.
One does not have to go far to see this church’s outreach. When asked there is always someone
willing to step up and step out to serve.
May this church continue to serve God through serving the community in 2020.

Thank you for all the years as your Moderator. It is my time to
be off for a bit. I suggest and pray for continued cooperation
between the boards and committees in the coming year(s).
Looking forward to seeing you all at the upcoming
congregational meeting on December 15th.
Godspeed Goodyear Heights Baptist church. 100 years strong.
Eddie Nobora
Snow Angels
Winter is coming on with a vengeance!
Imagine living outside in this weather!
Snow Angels collects coats, socks, gloves, hats
and other necessities that others take for
granted.
We are collecting items in the back of the
Sanctuary during the month of December.
Please check your closets and drawers for
items you are willing to donate.

GHBC Clothing Closet
One of the things that we need is
socks and other warm clothing.
We have been blessed with a lot of
clothing enabling us to serve more
and more in need..
Thank you for your
Blessings.

Welcome, Jesus!

“What you gave to the least of these…

Coming Attraction
Advent, which marks the
beginning of the church year,
is “the first gleam of
Christmas,” writes W.E.
Sangster. “It heralds the
entrance of the Divine into
human history; it is Heaven descending to earth;
it is a great event casting its brilliance before it.”
Sangster adds: “It is as though a trumpeter had
taken his stand upon the turrets of time and
announced the coming of the King. ‘Get ready,’
he seems to say. ‘Get ready. He is coming!’”

Welcome all wonders in one sight,
Eternity shut in a span,
Summer in winter, day in night,
Heaven in earth, and God in man,
Great little one,
whose all-embracing birth
Lifts earth to heaven,
stoops heaven to earth.
—Richard Crashaw (1612-1649)

A.B.W.M. has reached out and served the
community throughout 2019.
Mark Samules of Heart Reach
ministries took a carload of
scarves, gloves and hats.
A special thanks to the women’s
Crochet club for knitting and
crocheting so many hats.
See you in the spring for our Rose Dinner.
Have a blessed Christmas season!
We will be saving a seat for you in May!

Perfect As Is
Who can add to Christmas? The perfect
motive is that God so loved the world. The
perfect gift is that He gave His only Son. The
only requirement is to believe in Him. The
reward of faith is that you shall have
everlasting life.
—Corrie ten Boom

Wild Hope
What keeps the wild hope of Christmas alive year
after year in a world notorious for dashing all hopes
is the haunting dream that the Child who was born
that day may yet be born again even in us.
—Frederick Buechner

Hope’s Solid Foundation
As he neared death, the
atheistic philosopher Jean-Paul
Sartre tried — but failed — to
resist despair. “I know I shall
die in hope,” he wrote. “But
that hope needs a foundation.”
For Christians, that foundation
is Jesus, our sure Hope amid
life’s uncertainties. While
Advent is a time of anticipation
and waiting, it also represents
the fulfillment of Jesus’
promised birth and the
certainty of His promised
return. Jesus — the hope of
nations — says He’s preparing a
place for us and coming back
for us (see John 14:2-3).
Because our hope’s foundation is
guaranteed “according to the
Lord’s word” (1 Thessalonians
4:15, NIV), we don’t have to
live like people “who have no
hope” (verse 13). Praise God

Light Shines in the Darkness
In Nepal, where blindness is prevalent due to underfunded medical care and a lack of eye doctors,
ophthalmologist Sanduk Ruit has made it his mission
to treat poor people. He’s performed more than
130,000 cataract surgeries to restore sight,
sometimes walking for a week with surgical
equipment in tow to reach patients. Dr. Ruit also
found a way for replacement lenses to be made
locally for less than $3 each, rather than buying them
internationally for 100 times as much. The physician
brings healing to remote villages and celebrates “big
eye-opening festivals” with people who “were blind
yesterday, and … are seeing today.”
At Christmas we celebrate the Word of God who
came to live among us as Jesus, the light of the
world. In countless ways since, God has brought light
to those living in literal or figurative darkness.
We celebrate people, such as Dr. Ruit and the 650
doctors he has trained, whom God uses to cause
“light [to shine] in the darkness” (John 1:5).May
these children inspire us to use our passions and
skills for good, in the name of the Christ-child, who
grew up and taught us to serve others in love.

The Spirit of Giving
A highly educated Southern
woman named Lottie Moon
headed to China in 1873 after
rejecting a marriage proposal.
She served as a missionary there
for almost 40 years, enduring
tough conditions and meager
resources. Through detailed
letters home, Moon conveyed the
“desperate need” for more
workers.
To honor Moon, in 1918 the
Southern Baptist Convention
renamed its annual missions
collection for her. The Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering
commemorates the dedicated
missionary who once asked: “Is
not the festive season when
families and friends exchange
gifts in memory of The Gift laid on
the altar of the world for the
redemption of the human race the
most appropriate time to
consecrate a portion from
abounding riches and scant
poverty to send forth the good
tidings of great joy into all the
earth?”

Kairos Corner
The Kairos Reunion will be December 14th .
Holidays like Christmas are especially hard on these new Christians and
unfortunately, the prison would not allow us to send Christmas Cards to
our Kairos classes this year. Please pray for them as they go through this
holiday season. Ask for God to bless them with the joy of knowing Christ even in their
circumstances.
Also, please continue to hold the men in your prayers, both inside the walls and the men
outside the walls that are ministering to them.

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 24:4

Christian Education
Thank you all for participating in our church’s Thanksgiving dinner.
It was a blessing to see so many families and friends enjoying not
only a good dinner but good fellowship as well. Thank you to all
that decorated our church.
The Christmas card mail box will be in the back of the Sanctuary. The Sunday school
teachers will be giving Advent Calendars to the children this year.
There will be a Watch Night event on December 31st 9:30pm until 2020.
Have a Merry Christmas.
Your Christian Education Board: Sandy Tompkins, Debbie-Ellen Beckett & Terra Nobora
(Chair) & Pam Witchey (Sunday School Superintendent)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
I know this is late but from the entire committee thank you to
all for making our 100th anniversary celebration a wonderful
event.
The Timeline that Bill Conley and family put together will remain on display for a while.
To all who helped with the Open House and dinner, thank you is not enough, but thank you.
Here’s to another 100 years!

This year’s Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 7:30pm,
Please bring family and friends to join in this most sacred celebration of
the birth of Christ.
On December 31st there we are having Watch Night.
We ring in the New Year with games, food, fun, and fellowship and near
midnight we all go up to the Sanctuary for praise and prayer.
This is a wonderful was to bring in 2020.
It starts at 9:30pm and ends some time into 2020.

“Once in our world, a stable
had something in it that was
bigger than our whole world.”
—C.S. Lewis
“The birth of Jesus is the
sunrise in the Bible.”
—Henry van Dyke

“That the CreatorHimself
comes to us and becomes our
ransom — this is the reason for
our rejoicing.”
—Martin Luther
“More light
than we can
learn, more
wealth than
we can
treasure, more
love than we
can earn,
more peace
than we can
measure,
because one
Child is born.”
—Author
unknown

The Promise of the Future
A nursing home resident who longed for fresh Georgia peaches discovered a pit
overlooked in his serving of canned fruit. In an old coffee can, he planted the stone,
which sprouted! The man gave the small tree to friends to plant. Years later, the
peaches were so abundant the neighbors had to give some away.
Lila Docken Bauman recounts this story for the Christian Century, saying the man
who took that gamble “did not live to see [it] grow into the tree that ultimately
produced this harvest. But when he looked at that pit years ago he saw the promise
of fresh fruit. … ‘Who despises the day of small things?’ asks the prophet Zechariah.
It’s in those small things that the promise of the future rests.”
Just so, some 2,000 years ago, in a small baby born in a tiny town — both seemingly
inconsequential — rested “the promise of the future” — the salvation of the whole
world.
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9:15 a.m. – Praise in room 18
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

Worship Time

Church Office Hours: 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

Pastor: D. Edward Witchey
Music Director: David Fisher

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

Website: http://www.ghbcakron.org/

