THE LINK
Upcoming Events
Pregnancy Solutions & Services
Ultrasound bus
Wednesdays 12:00-4:30pm
G.H.B.C. Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
ACME Cash Back Program
Collecting receipts in the boxes
in back of the sanctuary
Operation Christmas Child
Deadline for donations
is November 10
Pack day November 16 at 10am
Dedication November 17
Thanksgiving Dinner
Prep day November 16th
November 17th
In the Fellowship Hall
After our worship service
Congregational Meeting
November 24th
Following Worship Service
Church Decorating Party
Come join the fun
Saturday, November 30
At 11:00am

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to find
the error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Pam
Witchey found
the error in the
October Link.

Andrew Zager
William Conley
Terra Nobora
Ed Witchey
Tom Gentry
Lynn Russo

Nov 3
Nov 12
Nov 14
Nov 17
Nov 21
Nov 26

Special Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 3
Deadline for Shoebox donation, November 10
Veterans Day, November 11
Thanksgiving Dinner prep day, November 16
Shoebox Dedication, November 17
Thanksgiving Dinner prep day, November 16
Thanksgiving Dinner, November 17
National Bible Week-week of Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving Day, November 28
Christmas Decorating, November 30

The Generosity Cycle
God makes us rich in every way
so we can be generous on every
occasion, which will result in
thanksgiving to God. ... God doesn't bless us
to provide for our own needs; He blesses us
so we can be generous.
—Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians 9:11)

Of all the things I expected- or thought possible out of life,
the last would be that I would become some sort of
speaker or preacher. Now, it is undeniable that I love words.
I always have. I so enjoy listening to people use the
language in powerful ways, ways that communicate great
and wonderful ideas with an economy of words.
And yet speaking in public has always been a terror for me.
Believe it or not, I can’t remember a single time in school
when I read my homework or presented some sort of
assignment before the class. But then I can recall many
days when the minutes turned into hours as one student
was called on after another while I clenched my teeth and controlled my breathingdreading that terrible call that never came…
But be that as it may, it is undeniable that words are powerful. And unfortunately, I’ve
not always been as careful with them as I am now. I say unfortunate, because as
time goes on I have become aware of just how much damage- or good- that words
can do.
Words can inspire us to courage or they can devastate us. I suspect we all have
mental recordings of encouraging comments from years ago that spurred us on to
heroic tasks we never thought possible. But then we probably also have memories of
careless words, hurtful words, syllables that tore at our heart and left scars on our
soul.
If a ‘redo’ were possible, I would go back and erase some of the hurtful and careless
things I have said. Thinking back now, even if what I said was truth, those things
would have been so much better left unsaid. Yet as time inevitably teaches us, it is
impossible to un ring a bell.
In the book of James (1: 26) we read, “If anyone considers himself religious and yet
does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is
worthless.” And in Colossians (4: 6) Paul tells us “Let your conversation be always
full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”
Let’s all take inventory on how we use our words, and commit ourselves to praising
God and being a blessing to everyone we meet. It’s not difficult, it just takes a bit of
practice, yet the dividends can last a lifetime.

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Your regular monthly contributions continue to reach outside of our church,
helping others in witness and service for Christ as mandated by the Great Commission.
WORLD MISSION OFFERING: Thank you for your generous support of International Ministries-World
Mission. Total so far is $145.00, more may be added when checks clear.
HEART REACH/NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES: Thank you for all that have contributed to Heart
Reach/Neighborhood Ministries. We are still taking donations until November 19 th. Mark Samules,
director of the Youngstown organization, will be speaking at the ABWM dinner that day and will take
items back with him.
The ABWM meet again November 19th at 6:00pm for our Fall Dinner. Mark
Samules from Heart Reach formerly Neighborhood Ministries will be our
Guest Speaker. Please bring a covered dish, your place setting and a friend.
We will present our Care and Share of Scarves, Hats, Gloves or Mittens some hand crocheted
by our group of our ladies.
I will save you a seat!   

It’s Poinsettia Time
Order sheets for poinsettias are in the back of the sanctuary.
You can choose from red, white or marbled. They will be $8.50
with orders due November 18th. Please turn the slips in to
Lorie. Make any checks payable to Lorie Witchey or pay cash.
(Cash is preferred)

Good News Club
This year we are participating the Good News Club ran by Child Evangelism
Fellowship.
We will be going to Seiberling School and work with the children (so far seven have
signed up) from 2:30-4:00pm.
Many young people have been saved through this ministry. Watch the bulletins and
the overhead for the next meeting date. They are starting on Friday November 8 th
and will probably be three weeks in November and three weeks in December. We will
probably also be taking some sort of snack.
The purpose of Good News Club is to evangelize boys and girls with the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ and establish (disciple) them in the Word of God and in a local
church for Christian living.

Our Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday, November 24th
immediately after the worship service. The docket of Boards
and Committees will be announced. Please plan to attend
this important meeting as it sets up 2020.
You don’t have to look very
far in our sanctuary to see
that we have been blessed
with a plethora of plants and
flowers It almost seems like
clockwork (every couple of
weeks) we get a call from Hopkins Lawver Funeral
Home saying that they have flowers for us.
But why be surprised, these blessings are a
gift from God and He always knows our needs. Right
before the Centennial we also received a large
donation of flowers from Newcomer Funeral Home.
Just in time to brighten up our building!
Another blessing is Monica. She takes what we
receive and works her magic and turns them into
beautiful arrangements. Such artistry!
And if that isn’t enough of God’s blessings, browsing
through the computer I saw a header that said
“Coats”. Checking it out further a gentlemen said he
had several coats to donate. After I (and about 20
others) messaged him our outreach programs, he let
me know that he wanted us to take them. During my
conversation with his mom I found she was a 40 plus
year member of Akron Baptist Temple but said that
they used to have outreaches but had discontinued
them. She and her son were thrilled that the coats will
go to Snow Angels (their choice).
It made me sad that a church like the Baptist Temple
that still has more attending than us shut down their
programs reaching out to the communities. But it
reminded me of what a giving group our church is.
For a church as small as us to have not just one
community outreach but at least six active programs:
the Clothing Closet, Heart Reach, Snow Angels,
Child Evangelism Fellowship, Kairos and Operation
Christmas Child not to mention the many other
programs our Mission Board is involved in says we
may be small but when God uses us, we become
mighty. Thank you all for being blessings!

We would like to give a big
thank you to our Centennial
Committee for making the
days so special. They have
put countless hours over the
last year to organize things.
A special thanks to Bill Conley
for making the wonderful
timeline!

A Much-needed
Message
National Bible Week, now
observed every Thanksgiving
week, got its start on a turbulent
day. Founders of the National
Bible Association were reading
Scripture over the NBC radio
network on Sunday morning,
December 7, 1941, when Pearl
Harbor was attacked. Because of
the traumatic events, the
network asked that the Biblereading continue all day, in
between news updates. Radio
stations throughout America
picked up the programming,
allowing countless listeners to
receive words from God — “who
comforts you” (Isaiah 51:12) —
when they needed it most.

Taking It Slow
Not only did God model rest — specifically
Sabbath rest — during the Creation process, but
He also showed the value of undercommitment, even working under His potential.
“God modeled for us how to choose one or two
things to focus on each day,” writes Monica
Wilkinson in Slow Lane. “If He wanted to, He
could have spoken the entire world into
existence in less than a fraction of the blink of an
eye.” Instead, God “went about it methodically,
slowly, with balance and moderation.” What a
contrast to our modern-day multitasking craze!
“God was not looking to maximize every
productive waking moment of every single day,”
Wilkinson adds. “He chose to
focus on one or two things,
do them well and with
excellence, and then enjoy
the accomplishment and
reflection of a job well done.”

“Thanks to God”
Thanks for prayers that thou hast
answered,
Thanks for what thou dost deny.
Thanks for storms that I have weathered,
Thanks for all thou dost supply.
Thanks for pain, and thanks for pleasure.
Thanks for comfort in despair.
Thanks for grace that none can measure,
Thanks for love beyond compare.
Thanks for roses by the wayside,
Thanks for thorns their stems contain.
Thanks for home and thanks for fireside,
Thanks for hope, that sweet refrain.
Thanks for joy and thanks for sorrow,
Thanks for heav’nly peace with thee.
Thanks for hope in the tomorrow,
Thanks through all eternity!

Learning to give thanks
Last December I had my second knee replacement. Expecting this recovery to
mimic the first, I went home to heal quickly. Instead, 10 days later one normal
step led to the vertical splitting of my femur, an ambulance ride and surgery to
insert screws and a long metal plate. I spent Christmas in the hospital and New
Year’s in a rehab unit, feeling anything but thankful. Nearly a year later, the
slow recovery continues.
Yet I see much to be thankful for: my caregiver cousin, who lengthened her
stay considerably; my family; church friends who provided meals, prayers and
love; and doctors and therapists, who put me back together and continue to
encourage me.
As Thanksgiving approaches, I continue to work on patience but am learning —
with God’s help — to “give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).
—Sandy Hyland

Present Tense
After “turkey day” came and
went last year, a pastor
challenged church members
to ask one another not
“How was your
Thanksgiving?” but
“How is your Thanksgiving?”
After all, giving thanks
should be an ongoing act.
That doesn’t always need to
be profoundly deep, either.
A.J. Jacobs, author of Thanks
a Thousand, once asked a
philosophy-professor friend
what he was grateful for. The
shockingly simple reply?
“Sometimes I’m just grateful
I have arms.” That odd but
spot-on answer shows the
importance, Jacobs says, of
being “thankful for things so
omnipresent that they can
escape our notice.”

So … how is your
Thanksgiving?

Sinners and Saints
As sinners we may not be able to change the world, but as saints we may be able to change
our communities.
As sinners we may not be able to change our communities, but as saints we may be able to
change our neighborhoods.
As sinners we may not be able to change our neighborhoods, but as saints we may be able to
change our homes.
As sinners we may not be able to change our homes, but as saints we may be able to change
ourselves.
As sinners we may not be able to change ourselves, but as saints we may offer ourselves up
to the Grace of God and experience nothing less than a changed world.
—Homiletic

“A Little Child Will Lead Them”
Isaiah 11 prophesies hope for the world: wisdom, understanding, righteousness, justice,
faithfulness, peace. In the words “a little child will lead them” (v. 6), Christians hear a foretelling
of God’s coming to earth as the child Jesus. Today, children — Jesus’ examples of fitness for God’s
kingdom (Mark 10:14) — often lead in showing love.
At age 11, avid baker Michael Platt opened a pastry shop in Maryland to benefit homeless people;
for desserts sold, he gives an equal number to shelter residents. Eric Schubert, 18, of New Jersey,
uses his genealogy research skills to help strangers — more than 1,000 so far — find long-lost
family. In Pennsylvania, Neijae Graham-Henries became a certified barber at age 7 to give free
haircuts to kids who couldn’t afford them. (Stories shared on GoodNewsNetwork.org.)
May these children inspire us to use our passions and skills for good, in the name of the Christchild, who grew up and taught us to serve others in love.

Kairos Corner
The Kairos Reunion will be November 9th . There will not be a spaghetti
dinner this year.
We are still waiting on approval and lists for our Kairos Christmas Cards.
They would like us to send the entire population cards (1100) but that
would be too much of an undertaking.
Please continue to hold the men in your prayers, both inside the walls and the men outside the
walls that are ministering to them.

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 24:4

Christian Education
Upcoming Events:
Operation Christmas Child Box Packing Day – November 16th –
10:00 am – Remember that there are donation boxes in the rear of the Sanctuary
and ramp hallway – There is also a shipping fee of $9.00 per box, so if you would
like to donate for that it would be appreciated.
Operation Christmas Child Box Dedication Day – November 17th – During service –
If you are packing your own boxes you have until this service to bring them in.
All Church Thanksgiving Dinner – November 17th – Right after church. Invite your
friends, family and even your closest enemies (we’re supposed to love them,
right?). A donations board will be up in early November as well as a sign-up sheet
for pies and desserts.
All Church Christmas Decorating Day – November 30th – 11:00 am – help us make
our church a bright and cheerful place for the season’s worship.
Of course our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be December 24th at 7:30pm.
Bring a friend and share the Good News.
On New Year’s Eve we will have a Watch Night. Starting around 9:00-9;:30 there
will be fun, games, fellowship and of course food. Right before midnight we gather
in the sanctuary for a time of sharing and praise as we pray in 2020.
*************************************************************************
We are still hoping for volunteers to work in the nursery and second hour as relief for
our teachers. If you would like to help, please let us know.
Your Christian Education Board: Sandy Tompkins, Debbie-Ellen Beckett & Terra
Nobora (Chair) & Pam Witchey (Sunday School Superintendent)

“What you do makes a
difference, and you have to
decide what kind of
difference you want to make.”
—Jane Goodall

“Do your little bit of good
where you are; it is those little
bits of good put all together
that overwhelm the world.”
—Bishop Desmond Tutu
The Sacred in the
Everyday
All of the places of our
lives are sanctuaries;
some of them just happen
to have steeples. And all of
the people in our lives are
saints; it is just that some
of them have day jobs and
most will never have feast
days named for them.
—Robert
Benson, Between the
Dreaming and the Coming
True

Reflections on Gratitude
• God is in control, and therefore in everything I can give thanks — not
because of the situation but because of the One who directs and rules
over it.
—Kay Arthur
• It is not happiness that makes us grateful. It’s gratefulness that makes
us happy.
—David Steindl-Rast
• Gratitude is the least of the virtues, but ingratitude is the worst of vices.
—Thomas Fuller
• A proud man is seldom a grateful man, for he never thinks he gets as
much as he deserves.
—Henry Ward Beecher

