THE LINK
Upcoming Events
ACME Cash Back Program
Save receipts from
August 8-December 28
Collection Boxes in:
Back of Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall & Office
Operation Christmas Child
Collecting items for shoeboxes
Dedication week November 18

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to
find the error in
the Link,
contact Lorie
for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Debbie
Arnold found
the error in the
August Link.

Pregnancy Solutions & Services
Ultrasound bus
Wednesdays 12:00-4:30pm
G.H.B.C. Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
Volunteers are needed
18th Annual Harvest Fest
Saturday Sept 21
Noon-4:00pm
Volunteers needed
Family Fun Day
October 13th
After Worship
Goodyear Metro West Room
2077 Newton St.

Jalen Watkins
Becky Neal
Damion Unroe
Debbie Arnold
Scott James
Karolyn Bowen
Christopher Levan
Kristina Skeriotis

Sep 1
Sep 8
Sep 9
Sep 10
Sep 18
Sep 23
Sep 25
Sep 29

Special Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•

Labor Day, September 2, 2019
National Grandparents Day, Sept 8
Children’s Sunday, Sept 8
Patriot Day, September 11
18th Annual Harvest Fest, Sept 21
First day of autumn, September 23

Keep Singing
None can sing a new song who has not the new life.
But many who have the new life seem to have lost the
song. The first thing that goes when we begin to
backslide is the joy of the Lord.
—Evan H. Hopkins

Choir Rehearsals resume on Thursday, September
12th at 7:00pm.
Please consider joining the choir. Not only do you
lift your voices in praise but also make lifelong
friendships.

Several weeks ago Pam and I attended a seminar down
in Columbus, sponsored by ABC Ohio that was all
about church safety. And while I enjoy most of the
programs and seminars that our association offers, this
one was not based on spirituality, it was not uplifting
and it was by no means inspiring. It was something else
altogether. It was necessary. But then most folks
eventually discover that being an adult can sometimes
be difficult.
Our morning’s presenter was a representative from
Church Mutual, a company that specializes in insuring
churches. After a string of school shootings and church shootings and church
scandals filling the headlines recently, ABC decided it was time to bring us some
wise council about the ‘elephant in the room’.
So we spent hours hearing about pedophiles that worked their way into nurseries
and predators in the pulpit. It wasn’t a pleasant morning, but only confirmed what
I’ve been trying to warn council about for several decades. For twenty years I’ve
pushed to have a background check on any adult that spends time in our
nursery- not inferring that there are any ‘bad guys or girls’ up there, but from a
liability standpoint it is only reasonable. And if there was one message we got
from our often depressing morning, it was that this sort of tragedy could happen
anywhere.
We love our church, and we love our children. So we have to provide the safest
environment for them we can. Background checks only make sense. And we are
also considering the possibility of locking some doors in our educational wing
going into the future. But then we should also work on some sort of panic button
warning system, and I suppose a camera set up would not be too far out of line.
It is not my intention to alarm anyone, but we have to admit it is a much
different world we live in now than it was back in the 50’s and 60’s when many of
us grew up. And while I’m not overly concerned about the possibility of an active
shooter in the sanctuary, we must begin taking steps to safeguard our most
vulnerable, these precious children God has entrusted us with.
Prayer and the Gracious hand of God has preserved and protected this church for
nearly a hundred years now, but with the changing times, it is up to us to take at
least some rudimentary steps towards church safety.

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Your monthly contributions continue to reach outside our church, helping others in witness
and service for Christ as mandated by the Great Commission
Pregnancy Solutions and Services: Thank you for your generous support of Pregnancy Solutions
and Services during their annual Baby Bottle Campaign. We still have collection bottles at the back
of the church and donations are always needed.
International Ministries-World Mission Offering: This year’s theme from WMO is “Let living water
flow” (John 4-14). Jesus spoke of living water, available to any who would ask, that satisfies fully
and completely. Its supply is endless. It originates as a gift from God Himself (Ephesians 2:8-10).
When a person accept this gift, living water rushes in and soon overflows, pouring outward like “a
spring of water welling up’” from within (John 4:14). In this way the gift of living water is
sufficient not only for the spiritual nourishment of the person who has received the gift, but also for
sharing with others who are still thirsty.
Water that ceases to be in motion gradually stagnates, becoming depleted of oxygen so that it can
no longer sustain life. A moving stream carries nutrients, seeds and microorganisms from one
place to another and can sustain a healthy ecosystem.
We are called to know and share this life-giving water that flows from the living God. This is the
living water that the International Ministries’ global servants are privileged to share as they come
alongside our partners around the globe in the work of evangelism and discipleship. Through you
prayers and gifts you will join a stream of ministry though which God has been pouring living water
around the globe for over two hundred years.
The WMO will be collected during the month of September. Envelopes are attached to this Link, in
the pews and at the back of the church.
Donna Conley, Chairman

ACME Cash Back Program
th

The ABWM meet again November 19 at 6:00pm
Mark Samules from Heart Reach formerly
Neighborhood Ministries will be our Guest
Speaker.
We will present our Care and Share of Scarves,
Hats, Gloves or Mittens some hand crocheted by
our group of Ladies who will also join us for
Dinner.
Join us!
I will save you a seat!   

It’s ACME Cash Back time
again! Receipts will be good
from August 8th through
December 28th.
Please place your ACME receipts in one
of the boxes in:
The back of the sanctuary
The Fellowship Hall
The Office
Monies received in this program cover
ABWM’s annual budget.

Moderator’s Minutes
Summer is over. Wow. Feels like it just began. If you are like me you
probably managed to accomplished maybe two of the ten things on your
to do list. Did we even have a whole week without rain? Oh there I go
again, complaining.
This time I hope you’re not like me. Like setting expectations high and at
the same time changing priorities. I have always had trouble balancing have to dos and want to dos.
Instead of counting my blessings I’m complaining about progress. But I have a good life.
I have a great life. I have love. I have all I need and then some. My God takes real good care of me.
I need to spend less time worrying about tomorrow and just give it over to God. Maybe use that
effort praying and thanking God for my good fortune. Am I giving advice or getting it?
We have a lot of fun stuff coming up at the church. Yes it all was discussed in the last Council
meeting. I was there, were you? Looking forward to Harvest Fest. It is approaching fast. Hope to see
you there. I’ll be out front clowning around. Gotta go, I need to thank God for my life. Talk at you
next time.
Yours in Christ
Centennial Committee
Eddie Nobora
First, thanks to all who came to help
fold, stuff and label the letters of
invitation. You made it an easy and
enjoyable job.
We will be having more planning meetings soon. Please feel
welcome to attend as ideas are easiest come by when a group
shares ideas. And of course, prayer. This is an endeavor of the
entire church but if you aren’t able to help at least hold this
church and this wonderful event in your prayers please.
On Saturday, 10/19/19, there will be an open house from 11:00
am to 3:00 pm. Please let us know if you would be willing to be
there to greet and guide visitors. There will be refreshments in
the Fellowship hall.
On Sunday, 10/20/19, there will be a Morning Service at the
normal 10:30 am time. Right afterward there will be a dinner.
At 2:00 pm there will be a Celebration Service.
We will be happy to have all the help we can get when it is time
to set up the church and the dinner so please consider
volunteering.

The committee members are Donna Conley, Debbie-Ellen
Beckett, Lloyd & Jaunita Moffatt, John & Kathi Wyatt and
Terra Nobora.

Happy birthday to- and for – you!
Birthdays are unique because they celebrate
who someone is, not what they’ve done. Henri
Nouwen wrote, “It is more important to
celebrate a birthday than a successful exam, a
promotion or a victory. Because to celebrate a
birthday means to say to someone, ‘Thank you
for being you.’ ... On a birthday we do not say,
‘Thanks for what you did, or said, or
accomplished.’ No, we say, ‘Thank you for being
born and being among us.’”
To rejoice over someone purely for who they
are is an echo of God’s joy over us. Some
families celebrate “baptism birthdays”
(anniversaries) by lighting candles, sharing
scripture and prayer, perhaps looking at photos
and recounting stories of that milestone event
that marked the beginning of their faith life.
On a birthday, s aid Nouwen, “we lift someone
up and let everyone say, ‘We love you.’” In
baptism, God lifts us to His very heart and
declares, “You are my precious child. I love
you.”

Stop the Hopping
A church is an imperfect mix of
imperfect believers, so it’s easy
for members to find faults or
feel disappointed. That, in turn, may tempt us to
shop around.
C.S. Lewis addresses that in The Screwtape
Letters. “If a man can’t be cured of churchgoing,”
Screwtape advises his demon protégé, “the next
best thing is to send him all over the neighborhood
looking for the church that ‘suits’ him until he
becomes a taster or connoisseur of churches.” How
Satan must hate when Christians maintain longterm commitment to one church!
The urge to church-hop harms congregations as
well as believers. “Spiritual depth isn’t fostered by
satiating your sense of felt needs,” writes James
Emery White. “It’s receiving a balanced diet of
teaching and challenge, investing in service and
mission, living in community and diversity that you
probably would not select for yourself.”

Labors of Love
Thomas Merton, an American monk,
writer and social activist, said, “It is in
the ordinary duties and labors of life
that the Christian can and should
develop his spiritual union with God.”
As the United States observes Labor
Day, may we find meaning not simply in
marking summer’s end but in
celebrating the ways nearly all “duties
and labors of life” can empower
ministry and faith.
Whether as a dentist, parent, artist,
teacher, mechanic, gardener, city
councilor, farmer, day laborer, attorney
or anything else, a Christian can begin
each workday or shift by praying for
opportunities to serve whoever they’ll
encounter. We also can pray for and
seek ways to grow in “spiritual union
with God”: cultivating spiritual fruits;
actively loving God and neighbor; seeing
Jesus in the vulnerable; practicing
humility, gratitude and praise.
In Labor Day, may we find inspiration
to make all our labors loving and
faithful!

We Are Riverbeds

“Pied Beauty”
Glory be to God for dappled things —
For skies of couple-coulor as a brinded cow;
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;
Landscape plotted and pieced — fold, fallow, and plough;
And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim.
All things counter, original, spare, strange;
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)
With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim;
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:
Praise him.
—Gerard Manley Hopkins

I think of the love of God as
a great river, pouring
through us even as the
waters pour through our
ravine at flood time.
Nothing can keep This Love
from pouring through us,
except of course our own
blocking of the river.
Do you sometimes feel that
you have got to the end of
your love for someone who
refuses and repulses you?
Such a thought is folly, for
one cannot come to the end
of what one has not got. We
have no store of love at all.
We are not jugs; we are
riverbeds.
—Amy Carmichael

Look Up – and
out
The Church on earth
is a cross-eyed
church, with one eye
on God in His
heavenly benediction,
and one eye on the
needy world of men.
—David Head

The Heart of Worship
The worship to which we are
called in our renewed state is far
too important to be left to personal
preferences, to whims or to
marketing strategies. It is the
pleasing of God that is at the heart
of worship. Therefore, our worship
must be informed at every point by
the Word of God as we seek
God’s own instructions for worship
that is pleasing to Him.
—R.C. Sproul

Happy birthday to - and for – you!
Birthdays are unique because they celebrate who
someone is, not what they’ve done. Henri Nouwen wrote, “It is
more important to celebrate a birthday than a successful
exam, a promotion or a victory. Because to celebrate a
birthday means to say to someone, ‘Thank you for being you.’
... On a birthday we do not say, ‘Thanks for what you did, or
said, or accomplished.’ No, we say, ‘Thank you for being born
and being among us.’”
To rejoice over someone purely for who they are is an echo of
God’s joy over us. Some families celebrate “baptism birthdays”
(anniversaries) by lighting candles, sharing scripture and
prayer, perhaps looking at photos and recounting stories of
that milestone event that marked the beginning of their faith
life.
On a birthday, said Nouwen, “we lift someone up and let
everyone say, ‘We love you.’” In baptism, God lifts us to His
very heart and declares, “You are my precious child. I love
you.”

The many and the One
When I studied in Spain, it was
profound to hear a scripture in
Spanish during worship, knowing my
friends and family heard the same
passage in English that day back
home: two languages, various
Christian denominations, multiple
places — one God.
Many Christian congregations and
judicatories hold worldwide
partnerships through a “companion
church” program. The Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, for
instance, relates to a total of 120
church bodies globally. Companion
synods and congregations pray for
one another, visit each other, share
ministries and learn from far-flung
siblings in Christ. Horizons expand,
enabling people to see God’s family
more broadly: multiple languages,
worship styles, cultures — one God.
“Just as a body, though one, has
many parts ... so it is with Christ,”
writes Paul. “For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form
one body. ... Even so the body is not
made up of one part but of many”
(1 Corinthians 12:12-14, NIV).
Numerous members, diverse
functions, unique gifts — one God.
—Heidi Mann

Kairos Corner
The Kairos Reunion will be September 14th. The spaghetti dinner
hopefully will be on October 5th. Watch the overhead and future
bulletins for an updates and hours
Please continue to hold the men in your prayers, both inside the walls
and the men outside the walls that are ministering to them.
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 24:4

Christian Education
Upcoming Events:
Children’s Program & Children’s Wing Open House – September 8th.
Harvest Fest – September 21st – 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm – Please prayerfully consider
helping out.
Fall Family Outing – October 13th – After Church. A sign-up sheet will be on the table in
the back of the Sanctuary.
*****************************************************************************
The Annual picnic was fun and relaxing for all who attended. Many good things were had to
eat.
Harvest Fest planning is going well. We will have a meeting on September 8 th right after
church. Please plan to attend if you are willing to help.
There will be a bake sale at the Harvest Fest as usual. Donations are appreciated. There will
be someone at the church on Friday for drop offs. If you are bringing something on
Saturday, please have it there by 10:00 am at the latest.
We are still hoping for volunteers to work in the nursery and second hour as relief for our
teachers. If you would like to help, please let us know.
Your Christian Education Board, Janice Wood, Sandy Tompkins, Debbie-Ellen Beckett & Terra
Nobora (Chair) & Pam Witchey (Sunday School Superintendent)

Elevator Lift
Just a reminder that the elevator now has a weight limit of 500
pounds.
What this means is that the total ‘real’ weight of the rider along with
any aid might be used in negotiating the building should be
considered in total of 500 lbs (rider, chair and/or helper combined!)
The screw that operates the lift is bent from the elevator being pushed
beyond it’s capacity.
This elevator was installed in 2006 and must now be treated gently as it reaches toward
‘retirement’. If it is overtaxed and damaged beyond repair a replacement would be between
$15,000-25,000.
Please take heed in protecting this most important church asset for accessibility.

“God is not out there or
back there or yet to be, but
hidden in the most ordinary
things of our ordinary lives.”
—Sallie McFague
“The simplest toy, one which
even the youngest child can
operate, is called a
grandparent.”
—Sam Levenson

“Sing aloud to God our
strength; shout for joy to
the God of Jacob” (Psalm
81:1, NRSV). Welcome!

Back-to-School Humor
What kind of school do you go to if you’re …
… an ice cream man? Sundae school
… a giant? High school
… a surfer? Boarding school
… King Arthur? Knight school
Teacher: What’s the chemical formula for water?
Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O
Teacher: What are you talking about?
Student: Yesterday you said it was H to O.
Math teacher: A person from LA drove toward New York at 250 miles per hour as
a person from New York drove toward LA at 150 miles per hour. Where did they
meet?
Student: In jail!

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

ch

1767 Goodyear Blvd
Akron, Ohio 44305
Phone: 330-784-5497
Fax: 330-784-8656
E-mail: Goodyear.baptist@sbcglobal.net
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goodyearheightsbaptistchurch

9:15 a.m. – Praise in room 18
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

Worship Time

Church Office Hours: 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

Pastor: D. Edward Witchey
Music Director: David Fisher

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

Website: http://www.ghbcakron.org/

