THE LINK
Oops!

Upcoming Events
G.H.B.C. Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
Volunteers are needed
Pregnancy Solutions & Services
Ultrasound bus
Wednesdays 12:00-4:30pm
Family Game Night
Friday, August 16th -7:00pm
Bring your favorite game
Goodyear Heights CAG
Food Truck Fair
Sat. August 17,
2:30-7pm
Trucks, vendors,
Music, Bake Sale(!)
Annual Church Picnic
Sunday August 18
After Worship
Goodyear MetroPark
18th Annual Harvest Fest
Saturday Sept 21
Noon-4:00pm
Volunteers needed

Be the
first
person
to find the
error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Kathi
Wyatt found
the error in
the July Link.

John Wyatt
Isaiah Levan
Debbie Graybeal
Hannah LeBarre (Morris)
George Robishaw
Stephani Shiplett
Kathi Wyatt

Aug 3
Aug 7
Aug 10
Aug 14
Aug 14
Aug 16
Aug 30

Special Dates
• Game Night, August 16
• Food Truck Fair, August 17
• Annual Church Picnic. August 18

Simple symbiosis

Bound By Grace
Grace binds you with
far stronger cords than
the cords of duty or
obligation can bind
you. Grace is free, but
when once you take it
you are bound forever
to the Giver, and bound
to catch the spirit of
the Giver. Like
produces like, Grace
makes you gracious,
the Giver makes you
give. –E. Stanley Jones

Christians are like the
several flowers in a
garden, that have each
of them the dew of
heaven, which, being
shaken with the wind,
they let fall at each
other’s roots, whereby
they are jointly
nourished, and become
nourishers of each
other.
John Bunyan

As I approach the ten year mark here as your pastor, looking back I
realize that there have been definite seasons we’ve experienced
together. Starting off as an interim, I kept telling myself not to get
too comfortable, it was ‘just a temporary gig,’ kind of a fluke or a
wrinkle in the fabric of the universe. It would soon be over and
everyone would then get back to their life as they knew it.
But as the months wore on, to my utter surprise, it seemed I was
actually doing the job of a real life pastor! And yet the pressure was
building.
For probably two to three years, situations and concerns built up in
me until I became convinced that every pastor or clergy worth their
salt- must be walking around with a broken heart! Because let’s face it, we hear things and we
see things. We are privy to information from behind the scenes that we simply can’t share. And
that frustration makes you want to either respond in anger and rage, or just curl up in a fetal
position and cry.
Despite all that, during those first years I got real comfortable with being an interim. In fact I got
to the place where I didn’t see any reason to push for ordination. The job was getting done, so
why go through all the trouble? My primary thought at that time was- who needs a title anyway?
But then to my surprise, during my third year, the vote came down and with a groundswell of
love and support I became a real life pastor! In the months that followed, I soon began getting
the distinct impression that you all deserve more; more stability. The stability that comes from
having a man in the pulpit that is ordained accredited and recognized by our community and
our association. So I started doing my homework. And eventually with the encouragement and
help of a few dear friends, it happened. And yet there was still this nagging wound in my chest
that needed relief.
And then God brought the Kairos prison ministry into my life. But the fact is, I was so busy at
the time that I felt guilty- thinking that perhaps my loyalties were being divided. I mean come on;
I didn’t have time to take on another responsibility. My plate was already full.
But over the next couple years, I discovered that rather than this being just one more ministry
or one more project, those men were actually ministering to me!
You see pastors struggle to have friends. Not that we aren’t friendly, and not that we don’t have
friendly people around us, but we are filled with confidences we just can’t share, and are in a
profession that often puts an invisible wall between us and a lot of the population.
When I go inside ‘the walls’, I’m just another one of the guys. We sit together and pray together,
we share our testimonies and struggles with one another. And wonder of wonders, no one there
is shocked that I’m not perfect!
Continued on next page

Pastors generally get into ‘the profession’ because they love church. They love the preaching and
the structure. Then when they attain their position, they no longer have the ‘pew time’ that their
heart longs for. They have to always ‘be on’.
So as I have been thinking about the changes we have all gone through, I just want you all to
know how much I love you, and know that God has been faithful to bring me the relief I so
desperately needed for my wounded heart.
And with that said, I’m anxious and excited to see what God has in store for us next!

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Your monthly contributions continue to reach outside our church, helping others in witness
and service for Christ as mandated by the Great Commission
August will be the annual Baby Bottle Drive for Pregnancy Solutions and Services.

Pick

up one of the new and improved bottle ‘banks’ and fill it with your pocket change,
folding money or checks made

out to PS&S.

They are located at 3136 Manchester

Rd open 9:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Friday.

Every Wednesday the Ultrasound

bus is in our parking lot across the street from noon until 4:30pm.
pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, classes and community resources.

It offers free

Fund raisers like the

Baby Bottle Drive help to support the Ultrasound bus and all of the other services
PS&S offers.

Also if you know someone in need of anything pregnancy related,

please refer them to this important outreach that is mere steps away from our church.
To make an appointment for Manchester Rd location, 330-644-4490 (B) text 234-7384490 email at Infor@grepsoluntions.org

You can video chat on their website:

https://www.pregsolutions.org

.
The ABWM meet again November 19th at 6:00pm
Mark Samules from Heart Reach formerly
Neighborhood Ministries will be our Guest Speaker.
We will present our Care and Share of Scarves,
Hats, Gloves or Mittens some hand crocheted by our
group of Ladies who will also join us for Dinner.
Join us!
I will save you a seat!   

Kingdom on Wheels
“If you love what you do, you’re going to talk about
it,” says Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Carson
Wentz. “I love Jesus … so I’m going to talk about
[him]. But I’m not going to force [Christianity] down
your throat, either.” That’s why the pro athlete tries
to show his faith by “how I live and what I’m
about.”
Wentz started the foundation AO1 (Audience of One)
to make a tangible impact beyond the gridiron. With
a local church, he sponsors Thy Kingdom Crumb, a
food truck that offers free meals to people in the
community. The motto painted on the mobile
restaurant sums up the message Wentz wants to
share with his neighbors: “It’s on us … ’cause he
loves you!”

Moderator’s Minutes
Our last Council meeting happened just after Vacation Bible School ended. It went well and
I can safely say the crew had as much fun as the kids. Anyway, it did get discussed in the
meeting, as well as future endeavors that will be about kids learning more about Jesus. I
couldn’t be happier to be involved.
Sunday morning the kids showed the congregation the hand gestures that went along with
the songs from Bible school. Being in the crew, I joined in. Yeah the kids were a little shy but
they were way better than me. I maybe got two right out of five or six, and that was per song. Joining in and trying to do the
hand gestures got me thinking that we adults, at times, take things on like we did when we were younger. Remember not
moving because you were afraid you would do it wrong and look silly? Or not say anything so as not to sound dumb? Are we
still doing that as adults.
Does either of those actions or lack of, sound familiar to anyone? Is this what holds back some when they get the urge to get
involved in something or want to speak out on an issue? Well, if you’ve ever been around me in a meeting or were there
Sunday morning you know I don’t hold back. Whether I think I can or don’t know the exact right answer I still offer my two
cents.
It was quite a few years ago when I found Scripture that stated you gotta try. Doing for Christ isn’t always successful. But He
wants us to try. And if you don’t try and occasionally fail, how can you receive correction? You gotta try.
We considered Bible school to be what the youth need more than once a year. Maybe even one in the Christmas Vacation
slot too. And I still haven’t told you half of what was discussed in the last Council meeting. You’re missing it. And your input
could be invaluable. Maybe we’ll see ya next meeting.
Yours’ in Christ
Eddie Nobora
Oh…did I mention the kids are returning to worship?

Centennial Committee

We met on August 3rd at 11:00 am to fold letters and
stuff envelopes to invite people and churches to our
Centennial Celebration. If you have anyone you can
think of to add it’s not too late.
On Saturday, 10/19/19, there will be an open house
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Please let us know if you
would be willing to be there to greet and guide visitors.
There will be refreshments in the Fellowship hall.
On Sunday, 10/20/19, there will be a Morning Service
at the normal 10:30 am time. Right afterward there
will be a dinner. At 2:00 pm there will be a Celebration
Service.
The committee members are Donna Conley, DebbieEllen Beckett, Lloyd & Jaunita Moffatt, John & Kathi
Wyatt and Terra Nobora.

Goodyear Heights Clothing Closet
Good Neighbors is no longer
affiliated with the Clothes Closet
any more. From now on it will be
a Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
Clothing Closet.
Everything will be similar:
Accepting donations-clothing,
accessories, coats and shoes
Stocking and organizing donations
Manned by volunteers!
Any help you can give for the above, is
greatly appreciated. We hope for it to be a
successful outreach to our community.
Volunteers, donations and referrals needed!

Many Ways to Give
As a hen and a pig walked down the road, they
noticed a church sign advertising a breakfast of
“Ham and Eggs!”
“That’s nice,” said the hen. “A chance for us to
serve the congregation.”
“Easy for you to say,” replied the pig. “For you,
it’s a contribution; for me, it’s a sacrifice!”
Versions of this story appear on inspirational
websites, with comments about the chicken
being involved in breakfast, while the pig
is committed. Opinions differ, however, about
which animal has the right idea. Some people
warn against being the pig, sacrificing yourself
for success; others say the chicken isn’t all-in.
“People who give themselves to Jesus with a
trusting abandon” are like pigs, says Rick
Lawrence in The Jesus-Centered Life (Group).
That total, “without reservation” commitment,
he says, shows a willingness to give your life to
Jesus — as He gave His for you.
On the other hand, giving consistently, day in
and day out, even in what might seem to be small
ways, also is valuable. Maybe the moral is not to
judge others’ stewardship because we all give
differently.

Lessons in Holiness
After hearing Salvation Army founder
William Booth speak in 1886, Samuel
Brengle “enlisted” for training. To
cope with the lowly task of shining
cadets’ boots, he thought of Jesus
washing the disciples’ feet. Brengle,
who became the Salvation Army’s
first American-born Commissioner,
wrote several books about Holiness,
which comes not through human
efforts but from Jesus Himself.
Brengle practiced this principle when
confronted by critics. “I think I
deserved it,” he once replied. “Will
you, my friend, remember me in
prayer?” Another time, Brengle said a
rebuke “set me to self-examination
and heart-searching and prayer, which
always lead me to a deeper sense of
my utter dependence on Jesus for
holiness of heart, and into sweeter
fellowship with Him.”

Summer Fruit Basket
Taste some fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) — perfect for summer, and
all year round!
• Love: “There is always an ‘again’ with love.” —Unknown
• Joy: “I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still remains.” —
Anne Frank
• Peace: “Peace begins with a smile.” —Mother Teresa
• Patience: “The purposes of God may sometimes seem delayed, but they are
never abandoned.” —H.C. Mears
• Kindness: “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind
can see.” —Mark Twain
• Goodness: “Goodness means to do things for the glory of God.” —Martyn
Lloyd-Jones
• Faithfulness: “Do small things as if they were great because of the majesty
of Christ, who does them in us.” —Blaise Pascal
• Gentleness: “There is nothing stronger in the world than gentleness.” —
Han Suyin
• Self-control: “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and
self-control.” —2 Tim. 1:7 (ESV)

We Are Riverbeds
I I think of the love of God
as a great river, pouring
through us even as the
waters pour through our
ravine at flood time.
Nothing can keep this love
from pouring through us,
except of course our own
blocking of the river.
Do you sometimes feel that
you have got to the end of
your love for someone who
refuses and repulses you?
Such a thought is folly, for
one cannot come to the end
of what one has not got. We
have no store of love at all.
We are not jugs; we are
riverbeds.
—Amy Carmichael

Coming Up Roses
A rose can be quite eloquent
When standing all alone;
It needs no vast
accompaniment,
No pompous, royal throne,
For beauty is not always
found
In suave sophistication,
But often stands just by
itself
As simply God's creation!
—Peggy
Faith Ferrell
Community

Goodyear Heights C.A.G. Food Truck Fair
The Goodyear Heights Community Action Group
is having a Food Truck Fair on Saturday August 17,
2:30pm to 7:00pm. There will be several food
trucks, fun, vendors and live music.
We’ve been invited to set up a table for a Bake Sale and also an
Outreach Table (like at Harvest Fest). This is a new way to reach
our community.

A Day Away in a Quiet Place

Across Time

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
... run with perseverance the race that is
set before us” (Hebrews 12:1, NRSV).
Inspired by this, Paul Hammer writes
in The Word Among Us: “In the Bible,
faith is never a matter simply for an
isolated individual. It involves a
community of persons that stretches
back into the past, embraces people in
the present and anticipates a fellowship
in the future. Faith involves a ‘cloud of
witnesses’ to God’s continuing
faithfulness.

Maya Angelou said, “Each person deserves a day
away in which no problems are confronted, no
solutions searched for. Each of us needs to withdraw
from the cares which will not withdraw from us.”
Similarly, when Jesus’ disciples were consumed with
ministry, he urged them, “Come with me by
yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest” (Mark
6:31, NIV).
The late days of summer might be just the time to
seek “a day away” not only from problems but even
from ministry. While serving God and others can be
energizing, we must balance work with rest. God set
that example, resting after creating the world; Jesus
set that example, calling His disciples away — not
just alone, but with Him — to be refreshed.
Spend a relaxing day at a lake. Go on a scrapbooking
retreat or a leisurely hike with a friend. Find a
monastery that welcomes guests, and experience 48
hours of prayer and silence there. Invite Jesus into
that time and space. And remember another
message he shared: “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest”
(Matthew 11:28, NIV).

Kairos Corner
The Kairos Reunion will be August 10th. The spaghetti dinner
hopefully will be on September 7th. Watch the overhead and future
bulletins for an updates and hours
Please continue to hold the men in your prayers, both inside the walls
and the men outside the walls that are ministering to them.
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 24:4

Christian Education
Family Game Night – Friday, August 16th at 7:00pm.
Food Truck Festival – August 17th starting at 2:30 pm.
Annual Church Picnic at Goodyear Metro Park’s Pioneer Shelter – August 18th after
church.
Children’s Sunday & Potluck Dinner – September 8th.
Harvest Fest – September 21st – 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm – Please prayerfully consider helping out.
*******************************************************************************
Our Outback Rock VBS was successful. We had eleven children and they joined us on Sunday to show the
congregation some of what they learned. A huge thank you to everyone who helped.
We are still hoping for volunteers to work in the nursery and second hour as relief for our teachers. If you would like
to help please let us know.
Our next meeting is August 11th right after church. We hope to see you there.
Your Christian Education Board,
Your Christian Education Board, Janice Wood, Sandy Tompkins, Debbie-Ellen Beckett & Terra
Nobora (Chair) & Pam Witchey (Sunday School Superintendent)
While driving home, at the bottom of Brittain Rd where it meets
E. Market St, I notice a book, cloth carryall, several cartons of
chocolate milk and other objects being run over by passing cars.
As I looked closer to the open book, I began to think it looked
like a Bible. I contemplated its fate but something urged me to
go recue it. The bag and its strewn contents were beyond saving but the Bible – not a scratch.
I was sure the cars lined up behind me would be angry because the light was due to change at any
time and this ‘round’ woman does not move very quickly. As I gingerly walked back to my car I
showed the Bible to the car directly behind me and said “Bible” and to my surprise the lady in the car
gave me a big thumbs up and even clapped. And as soon as I was buckled back in the light changed
immediately.
It was obvious to me by the notations, highlighted, dog eared sections of this Red Letter Bible; it
was loved and well used. I knew I had to get it back to its owner.
I searched through the Bible for any clues as to its owner and found a name printed out in large
letters and a Sunday Bulletin that had also had notes taken on it. It was from the Mt Zion Baptist
Church. I then called all of the contacts listed on the bulletin and got ahold of a deacon and he
immediately came to retrieve the Bible. He said that the lady that owned it will be thrilled of its
return.
The first miracle was that though everything else was destroyed, the Word of God was unharmed.
The second was that God held up that light long enough for me to grab it because I move very slow.
And the third was getting the Bible back to its owner.
My only regret was I didn’t look to see what verses the Bible was open to.

“You can do what I cannot
do. I can do what you
cannot do. Together, we
can do great things.”
—Mother Teresa
“Sacred writings are bound
in two volumes — that of
creation and that of Holy
Scripture.”
—Thomas Aquinas

“Try not to become a
[person] of success, but
rather try to become a
[person] of value.”
— Albert Einstein

Grooving for God
Fifty years ago this summer, as the Woodstock Festival in upstate
New York became a symbol of the countercultural movement,
another groundswell was occurring: the Jesus Movement. In 1970,
teenager Greg Laurie was baptized after a bunch of “Jesus freaks”
introduced him to the Savior. The lost kid whose mom had been
divorced seven times finally felt part of a family.
Laurie, now pastor of a megachurch and author of Jesus Revolution (Baker
Books), says the Millennial Generation is ripe for another major faith movement.
During a time of division and unrest that mirrors the late ’60s, people are longing
for what’s “real” and relational, he writes. Our “weary, chaotic, selfie-saturated
culture” needs “a big, ravishing, transcendent, and transformational vision of who
God really is,” adds Laurie. “That’s what happened fifty years ago. It can happen
again today.”

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

ch

1767 Goodyear Blvd
Akron, Ohio 44305
Phone: 330-784-5497
Fax: 330-784-8656
E-mail: Goodyear.baptist@sbcglobal.net
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goodyearheightsbaptistchurch

9:15 a.m. – Praise in room 18
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

Worship Time

Church Office Hours: 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

Pastor: D. Edward Witchey
Music Director: David Fisher

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

Website: http://www.ghbcakron.org/

