THE LINK
Upcoming Events
Good Neighbors Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
Volunteers are needed
Centennial Committee
Next meeting will be Saturday,
June 15th at 10:30am
Family Movie Night
May 17th at 7:00pm
Jungle Book
Armed Forces Day
May 18th
Akron Pregnancy Service
Walk for Life 2019
Saturday, May 18th
10am, 105 E Market St
Pot Luck Supper
May 19th
immediately after worship
Memorial Day
May 27th
Ascension Day
May 30th

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to find the
error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Scott
Bustillos found
the error in the
April Link.

Pam Witchey
Steve Levan
Gary Lewis

May 1
May 4
May 8

Special Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

National Day of Prayer, May 2
Mother’s Day, May 12
Family Movie Night, May 17
Armed Forces Day, May 18
Pot Luck Supper, May 19
Memorial Day, May 27
Ascension, May 30

May: Rotating
Thank you Chuck Magner and
Jaden Watkins for being our
April greeters.

If someone would like to be
a greeter, contact Jaunita
Moffatt.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Wednesday Bible Study resumes
starting Wednesday, May 15th at 6:00pm.
All are welcome! Come dig into the Word.

I know I’m getting my article in late this month, but the fact is
I have just gone through what has to be some of the busiest
weeks of my life.
For someone in pastoral ministry to have a busy Easter season
is to be expected, it’s simply part of the calling. The
complication came when I decided to take part in this year’s
Kairos ministry weekend too, because that requires a
mandatory 40 hours of training, calls for me to raise some
money- and bake around 300 dozen cookies! It also meant
that I would be spending a couple nights away from home
(something I would choose to avoid- given the chance).
And so when Easter was finally behind us I thought, ‘a normal person would take a few
days to slow down and catch their breath’… But I knew in the back of my mind that all
the effort would eventually be worth it, and it was.
The part of the ministry I have the privilege of seeing, the part that is always so
rewarding, is when we take around 30 guys off the prison yard and mentor them in the
ways of Christianity for four days. During that time, we have the opportunity to befriend
them, eat with them, laugh with them, sing and dance with them; all the while we are
presenting them with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
And the Holy Spirit never fails to show up in amazing ways. Through the weekend, man
after man will overcome their ‘prison attitude’, will get past all the walls they have built
up to protect themselves, and will humbly come to a saving knowledge of Christ. For
many it is a totally new experience, while for others it awakens the faith they had
somewhere in the distant past.
Prisons are a sad necessity. And most of the men are incarcerated for making some
bad decisions. But it is a rare individual who will not change- given the proper
opportunity to do so. No matter what they have done, they are still souls made in the
image and likeness of God. And that means God (still) loves them deeply. And it means
that every Christ- follower should too.
The law says these guys are to be confined, but God in His mercy has made a way
where we can all find TRUE freedom- regardless of our circumstances. amen

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Your monthly contributions continue to reach outside our church, helping others in
witness and service for Christ as mandated by the Great Commission. The Great
commission is the instruction of Jesus Christ to His disciples to spread His teachings to all
the nations of the world. (Matthew 28:18-20).
RMMO: Thank you for supporting this special offering that helps retired ministers and
missionaries and their spouses. Your generous contributions totaled over $200.00.
AFC: The America for Christ Offering is the American Baptist response to the needs
of home missions within and beyond local congregations. Gifts are channeled through
National and Regional Ministries to fund home missions, education and local community
ministries across the United States and Puerto Rico. The theme for the AFC Offering in
2019 is “Cultivating Leaders, Equipping Disciples, Healing Communities” (Galatians
6:9-10). We are encouraged to partner with American Baptist Churches USA in
answering God’s call to live out our Christian faith in transforming individuals,
congregations and neighborhoods. By supporting the America for Christ Offering the
hope and love of Jesus Christ can be spread in word and deed. This special offering will
be collected throughout the month of May. Envelopes are attached to this Link, along
the main aisle in the pews, and on the back table. MAY GOD BLESS OUR GIVING.
Above and Beyond
When 20-year-old Hunter Shamatt lost his wallet while
traveling to a wedding last fall, he assumed its contents —
including $60 in cash — were gone forever. But not only did
someone return the wallet and everything inside it; the good
Samaritan also added money. “I rounded your cash up to an
even $100 so you can celebrate getting your wallet back,” read
a note signed with the initials TB.
Hunter’s mom, who posted a photo of the note on Facebook,
said her faith in humanity was restored. The world’s “not as
grim as it’s being made out to be,” Jeannie Shamatt wrote.
Like the good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37, “TB” — who turned
out to be Todd Brown of Omaha — went above and beyond in
expressing kindness to a stranger. May we do likewise,
bandaging one another’s wounds, providing comfort, sacrificing
our resources and showing mercy, all in Jesus’ name.
—Stephanie Martin

Our next ABWM meeting is scheduled
May 21st at 6:00pm. All women are
urged to attend.
Bring a friend, neighbor, co-worker,
mother, sister, daughter. All are
welcome!   

Moderator’s Minutes
I for one am very pleased that the weather is turning nice. The days are
getting longer too. Those of us who still do the nine to five shifts are
experiencing the ability again to have more family time. And of course more
project time. That being said I am thankful for all the time God allows me,
period. Do we thank God enough?
I’ve talked about this before. When things turn tragic we don’t hesitate to
pray for guidance or healing or at least peace. And I am not denying that we are instructed to give our
burdens to the Lord. There is a peace that accompanies praying to God. Oh… and results too. God
answers prayer. It just seems sometimes we neglect to offer up a thank you now and again.
I am thankful for so many things. Aren’t you? Life, breath, my very existence. I am thankful for family
both the one I was born into as well as my Church family. And let us not forget Grace. I am most grateful
for this one. Would any one of us have a chance without it? I do not accept that anyone can mature
enough as a Christian to be able to make it on their own.
I have also said this before. Count your blessings frequently. Be happy with what you’re given. It’s not
wrong to reach for more, I am just saying we tend to neglect to be thankful for what we have already
been given. Okay I will say it, I’m thankful for you.
Our last Council meeting was swift but concise. I figured I should mention that since there were few
visitors present. We are on track and heading into summer full of fresh ideas and God inspired events.
Consider joining in on the fun. Oh … remember one of my favorite Hymns and give thanks with a grateful
heart. Catch you next month.
Respectfully submitted,
Eddie Nobora

Time-management tips

Centennial Committee
Our church was founded in October 1919.
This year marks our 100th anniversary. We will
have an open house on Saturday, October 19th and services and
a dinner on Sunday, October 20th. Our last meeting on March
23rd saw us having quite a few addresses for mailing. Donna
Conley and her family have had “save the date” post cards made
up for mailing. You should see one soon.
Our next meeting is June 15th and we will be planning the actual
services. We will also begin preparing the letter of invitation at
that time. If you are interested in helping with anything we
would more than welcome you.
The committee members are Donna Conley, Debbie-Ellen
Beckett, Lloyd & Jaunita Moffatt, John & Kathi Wyatt and Terra
Nobora

A general rule for the good use of time is to
accustom oneself to live in a continual
dependence on the Spirit of God, receiving
from moment to moment whatever it pleases
Him to give us, referring to Him at once in
the doubts which we necessarily run into,
turning to Him in the weakness into which
goodness slips from exhaustion, calling on
Him and lifting oneself to Him, when the
heart, swept away by material things, sees
itself led imperceptibly off the path and
finds itself forgetting and drifting away
from God. Happy the soul which … never
stops saying to itself a hundred times a day,
“Lord, what wouldst thou that I should do?
Teach me to perform Thy holy will, for Thou
art my God.”
—François Fénelon

A Life of praise

Despite becoming an invalid while in her
teens, an 18th-century English poet who used
the pen name Anna Steele wrote prolifically
— often about praising God. The closing
stanza of “Now I Resolve With All My Heart,”
one of Steele’s 144 hymns, is a timeless
prayer that’s fitting for the start of each new
day.
O may I never faint nor tire,
Nor wandering leave His sacred ways;
Great God, accept my soul’s desire,
And give me strength to live Thy praise.

A Key Ingredient
In family life, love is the oil that eases friction,
the cement that binds closer together and
the music that brings harmony.
—Eva Burrows

Floating on Faith
As a man and his young daughter were boating one
day, their vessel sprang a leak. The father knew he’d
have to swim to shore but couldn’t with the child in
tow. She hadn’t gotten far in swimming lessons but
could float on her back, so he told her to do so and
promised to return.
Coast Guard personnel were skeptical that a child
could survive so long in the water. But hours later,
as the sun set and they considered halting the
search, someone spied a red dress amid the waves.
The girl, still floating, was singing a hymn.
Astounded, rescuers asked how she held on so
long. “My daddy said he’d come back for me,” she
said, “and he never breaks his promises.”
Prayer rests on just such trust. We can’t know when
God will answer or act, but we know He promises
never to abandon us and that God keeps His
promises. So we can lie back and float — on faith.

Echoes of Easter
The Resurrection wasn’t a “one-off”; it was a spark
that lit a flame that continues burning even today,
especially where people minister in the Risen One’s
name. One such outreach, Camp Noah, serves children
traumatized by disaster. Nationwide, volunteers
offer week-long experiences of kindness, love,
listening and safety to kids who’ve recently survived
a tornado, flood, hurricane, wildfire or shooting. Kids
often open up for the first time to share their
“storm stories” and begin a journey of healing.
Leaders at Camp Noah attest to God’s power to bring
joy out of sorrow, trust out of fear and life out of
death. A boy who initially was aloof dances with
another camper at the closing worship; kids who
arrived with uncertain expressions leave with smiles
and regained confidence. Mental health counselors
are part of camp teams, and referrals are made to
continue care afterward.
Resurrection often happens in steps, not overnight.
But wherever “ordinary” daily ministry takes place in
Christ’s name, extraordinary echoes of the first
Easter are evident.
—Heidi Mann

Who ya gonna call?
Being “self-made” may be admirable in the
world’s eyes, but as numerous people have
quipped, self-made people often worship their
creator — themselves. As actor Roland Young
observed, “I’m a self-made man, but I think if I
had it to do over again, I’d call in someone
else.”
St. Paul knows just whom to call. Reflecting on
his sinfulness, the apostle writes, “What a
wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from
this body that is subject to death?” Paul
immediately answers his own question: “Thanks
be to God, who delivers me through Jesus
Christ our Lord!” (See Romans 7:24-25, NIV.)
“

The Living Word

Healing Hospitality
Repeated headlines about violence can make us
“feel like locking our doors and never entering
society again,” writes pastor and author Max
Lucado. After another mass shooting, he penned
an online opinion piece that urged people to do
the exact opposite by opening their doors, their
hearts and their circles.
“It’s no accident that hospitality and hospital come
from the same Latin word,” Lucado writes, “for
they both lead to the same result: healing. When
you open your door to someone, you are sending
this message: ‘You matter.’”
Because daily life is filled with rejections,
extending an invitation — even to a simple meal
— can be life-altering, Lucado contends. What you
think is a messy house might be a sanctuary to
someone else, “and to those who eat alone every
night, pork and beans on paper plates tastes like
filet mignon.” Our kitchen tables are “God’s secret
weapons in the war on fear,” Lucado says. “We
never know what one meal will do.”

Many know of teacher Annie Sullivan helping
young Helen Keller break through barriers of
blindness and deafness to discover language:
how Sullivan placed one of Helen’s hands
under running water, spelling water in sign
language over and over into the other. In
Keller’s words: “Suddenly I felt a misty
consciousness as of something forgotten — a
thrill of returning thought; and somehow the
mystery of language was revealed to me. I knew
that w-a-t-e-r meant the wonderful cool
something that was flowing over my hand. That
living word awakened my soul, gave it light,
hope, joy, set it free.”
God’s living Word, working through the waters
of baptism, also awakens us — to a life of faith
anchored in God’s unconditional love. Baptism
revives in us a “misty consciousness” that we
are safe in God and reveals “the mystery of
language” that is prayer. In baptism, as water
washes over our bodies, the living Word gives
us light, hope, joy and true freedom.

Kairos Corner
The May Kairos Weekend was a complete success. Thirty new souls
were ministered to. Some were brand new Christians, others renewing
their walk.
As special thank you to all of those who baked cookies: Sandy, Julio,
Monica, Betty, Pam and Brian and Georgiann.
Please keep the Kairos classes both still in GCI, those who have been dispersed
elsewhere and these brand new brothers in Christ in your prayers.
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 24:4

Christian education
A good time was had by all that attended the Easter services.
Don’t forget Mother’s Day on May 12th. There will be a small memento for all of our
women of God.
We will have a movie night, with snacks and fellowship on May 17th, The movie will be the newest
version of The Jungle Book.
On May 19th there will be a Potluck Fellowship Dinner right after church. A sign-up sheet is in the
back of the sanctuary.
We would very much appreciate volunteers to work in the nursery and second hour as relief for our
teachers. If you would like to help please let us know.
Our next meeting is May 19th right after the dinner. We hope to see you there.
Your Christian Education Board, Janice Wood, Sandy Tompkins, Debbie-Ellen Beckett & Terra
Nobora (Chair) & Pam Witchey (Sunday School Superintendent)

There is a need for Children’s Church teachers during our regular Sunday Worship. Even one
Sunday a month would help tremendously! Please see Pam or Rhea if you can take a Sunday.

I can’t believe that it’s just May and I’m already growing tired of mowing
the grass (or in my case, paying to have it mowed!). I work hard treating
and fertilizing it until it’s a lush green, but then it has to be mowed every
four days. I guess it falls under be careful what you wish for…
I can say that in my Christian walk, I found myself taking more and more
onto my plate to the point that I almost sub-consciously resented all of
the time that I was committing. (I know, crazy). But then I heard Eddie Nobora’s sermon on “Going Through
the Motions”. In the Matthew West song The Motions the following verse ‘spoke’ to me:
No regrets, not this time
Cause I don't wanna go through the motions
I'm gonna let my heart defeat my mind
I don't wanna go one more day
Let Your love make me whole
Without Your all consuming passion inside of me
I think I'm finally feeling something
I don't wanna spend my whole life asking
'Cause just okay is not enough
What if I had given everything,
Help me fight through the nothingness of this life Instead of going through the motions?
It changed my whole attitude. I began looking at my “obligations” as my form of ministry. God put me here to
use my talents in service to Him. My entire world has became a much happier place, and the resentment gone.
Maybe I’ll give my lawn some love too!

“To the world you are a
mother, but to your family
you are the world.”
—Adapted from Dr.
Seuss
“Any mother could
perform the jobs of several
air-traffic controllers with
ease.”
—Lisa Alther

“The wise man doesn’t give
the right answers; he poses
the right questions.”
—Claude Levi-Strauss
“Kindness is like a garden
of blessings.”
—Sirach 40:17
Joys of Motherhood
• A hug for no reason.
• Belly laughs.
• The light-bulb moment when your child understands
something you’ve been trying to teach them.
• Smiles and giggles.
• Mud pies.
• Arms raised in the air after a big accomplishment.
• Hearing Scripture and prayer from your child’s lips.
• Quiet moments on the couch.
• Reading aloud together.
• A family meal filled with conversation and laughter.
• Watching your child be kind to another.
• Recognizing a moment you’d like to freeze in time.
• A child’s look of surprise and joy.
• A quiet conversation that heals a wounded heart.
• The words “I love you” — and a sticky kiss.
—Unknown

Mixed Blessing

Graduation day is tough for adults.
They go to the ceremony as parents.
They come home as contemporaries.
After 22 years of child-raising, they
are unemployed.
—Erma Bombeck

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

1767 Goodyear Boulevard

Akron, Ohio 44305

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

9:15 a.m. – Praise in room 18
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

Phone: 330-784-5497

Worship Time

Fax: 330-784-8656

Church Office Hours: 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

E-Mail: goodyear.baptist@sbcglobal.net

Pastor: D. Edward Witchey
Music Director: David Fisher

Website: www.ghbcakron.org

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

