THE LINK
Upcoming Events
Good Neighbors Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
Volunteers are needed
Ash Wednesday
March 6th
Centennial Committee
Next meeting will be Saturday,
March 9th at 10:30am
Daylight Savings Time Begins
March 9/10
Saturday/Sunday 2:00am
March 10 at 2:30am
1st Sunday in Lent
March 10th

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to find the
error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. So far no
one has found
the error on
the January or
February Links.
There are still
gift cards just
waiting for one
eagle eye. This
year to be fair,
limit one card a
calendar year.

Family Game Night
Friday, March 15th at 7pm
Bring your favorite game!
2nd Sunday in Lent
March 17th
3

rd

Sunday in Lent
March 24th

4th Sunday in Lent
March 31th

Lloyd Segler
Marcus Foster
Benjamin Growdon
Lloyd Moffatt
Robert Tompkins Jr
Jaunita Moffatt
Debi-Ellen Beckett
Rhea Robishaw
Julio Berrios
Gerald Thompson
Tylor Dalton

Mar 2
Mar 3
Mar 6
Mar 11
Mar 12
Mar 18
Mar 24
Mar 24
Mar 24
Mar 26
Mar 29

March: Robert and Sandi
Tompkins
Thank you Lloyd and Jaunita
Moffatt for being our February
greeters.

If someone would like to be
a greeter, contact Jaunita
Moffatt.
Special Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ash Wednesday, March 6
Centennial Committee Meeting, March 9
First Sunday in Lent, March 10
Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 10
Family Game Night, March 15,
Second Sunday in Lent, March 17
First day of spring, March 20
Third Sunday in Lent, March 24

It seems we are now living in a time where it is acceptable
to believe there are a plethora of realities; I have mine, while
you have yours. But that has only led us into a world where
up is down, good is bad and dark is light. Unsurprisingly, at
the same time, there seems to be an increasing lack of
morals and good common sense everywhere we look.
And even in the church of Jesus Christ, over the last twenty
years we have seen entire denominations relaxing their
traditional Biblical views of morality and right and wrong as
they change their stand on traditional Biblical concepts,
apparently to seek the favor and approval of our more
secularized population.
They are probably doing so to try and reverse the trend of declining numbers on
Sunday morning. And while I certainly share their concern over faltering attendance, I
cannot and will not embrace their methods.
It would be like God summoning Moses up Mount Sinai once again, only to tell him,
“What I said before about the Ten Commandments, well, I can see the people are
really struggling with it, and I sense your predicament. So why don’t we choose eight
and go with those from now on and see how it works out?”
Anytime I hear church leaders (or politicians) talk about changing their methods or
adjusting their thinking to address the ‘needs’ of the modern world, I think of Hebrews
13: 8 where it says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” Or
James 1: 17 where it says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of the Heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”
With the Supreme Court’s ruling on Obergefell, a handful of unelected judges relaxed
the parameters on an institution that God Himself put in place thousands of years
ago. And now our leaders seem confused about what exactly it is that is growing in a
pregnant woman’s belly. And we have now even ‘advanced’ from thinking of gender as
being fixed and binary, to a place where people now have a whopping 72 choices!
So I suppose you will have to pardon me if I continue preaching from the Bible. As I
think about it now, it seems I’m not all that ‘progressive’. I still get my sense of right
and wrong from the text of Scripture…Not that I’m very good at following it all the
time, but when my life and Scripture do not coincide, I KNOW who is wrong…and it is
NOT the Bible.

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Your generous contributions to the work of Missions at Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
are appreciated. We are able to reach outside of our church and help others in need.
One of the groups that are supported is Rahab Ministries. Rahab is a faith-based
ministry devoted to rescuing and restoring women trafficked into sexual situations in NE
Ohio. Rahab aims to provide every practical need while always pointing the women they
work with toward a relationship with Jesus Christ. They encourage and support women
in reclaiming their lives, realizing that they have worth and helping them walk in
confidence. We are supporting their mission with our funds from mission donations.
RMMO: Thank you for your contributions to this offering that helps retired ministers
and missionaries and their spouses. Our contributions will be mailed in March and the
final total will be announced in the April Link.
May God bless our giving.

Our ABWM Spring Dinner is right
around the corner on April 16 at
6:00pm
Bring a friend, neighbor, coworker, mother, sister, daughter.
All are welcome!   

I Surrender!
Everybody eventually surrenders to something or someone. If not to God, you will surrender to
the opinions or expectations of others, to money, to resentment, to fear or to your own pride,
lusts or ego. You were designed to worship God — and if you fail to worship him, you will create
other things (idols) to give your life to.
You are free to choose what you surrender to, but you are not free from the consequences of that
choice. E. Stanley Jones said, “If you don’t surrender to Christ, you surrender to chaos.”
—Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life

Moderator’s Minutes
In the last Council meeting the Board of Education unveiled the events
calendar for the year. One of the highlights, at least for me, was the news we
would be once again holding Vacation Bible School. I have always felt this
was a vital outreach of the church. It saddened me we didn’t hold it the last
few years.

Kids are important. And it is important that we do our best to teach them about Jesus. He cared about
them when He walked this Earth and still does. I remember singing the songs as a child and at least trying
the hand gestures and having fun along the way. This is a great way to show the Love of God to kids that
will stay with them for many years to come. Trust me on this I do.

Yes we will be doing the Harvest Fest and that Trunk or Treat thing as well. In my opinion we can’t do
enough for the community we are in to spread God’s Love. It’s amazing that this almost one hundred year
old church is still going this strong. Without sounding too much like an ad for something this statement
holds true- the kids are the future.

Didn’t have too many visitors at that last Council meeting. You know we did discuss other stuff too. You
know what makes a good church great, the people. It’s time to roll up your sleeves and get involved. So if
I don’t see ya at the next meeting you will be missing another chance to spread God’s Love with us.

Eddie Nobora

How Peace Bears Witness

Centennial Committee
The committee is looking for any names and
addresses of previous members. Anyone that
has old church directories that they could lend
the committee it would be most helpful.
October is going to be here faster than we
think!
Please watch the bulletins for the next
meeting date.
The committee members are Donna Conley,
Debbie-Ellen Beckett, Lloyd & Jaunita Moffatt,
John & Kathi Wyatt and Terra Nobora.

Christians ought not to be smothered in fear. There is a
spiritual readiness, where we return to having the peace
of God stand guard over our hearts and minds.
What an incredible witness it is to a lost and fearful
society when the Christian acts like a child of God, living
under the loving sovereignty of the heavenly Father. The
Christian needs to walk in peace, so no matter what
happens they will be able to bear witness to a watching
world.
—Henry Blackaby

.

Tossed Salad

On the “Three Sides” podcast (ELCA, Sept. 6,
2018), Wendy Davidson, a leader at the
Kellogg Company, shares how her Christianity
informs her work. Because her adult faith
emerged
from several denominational
influences, she considers variety to be a
strength, not only spiritually but throughout
life.
Davidson encourages her co-workers to bring
their unique personalities and ideas to the
table to create a metaphorical salad. “It
doesn’t mean that the salad now becomes one
homogenous blob; it is still distinctly the
flavors of the salad ingredients,” she says.
“But they’ve all found a way to come together
to make something that much more flavorful
than they could have been all on their own.”
Viewing church and our communities this way
could be transformative. What if we welcome
different people, invite ideas and resist
melding everything into one giant blob? Then
we can savor each “ingredient” and the
resulting gourmet dish. Delicious!

To God You Shall Return
The traditional Ash Wednesday words “Remember
that you are dust and to dust you shall return”
might seem depressing. But in our often deathdenying culture, some might find it refreshing to
hear the frank statement that we can do nothing
to save ourselves, physically or spiritually — that,
no matter how we try to avoid sin, we can’t
untangle ourselves from self-interest. How
liberating, then, to know we don’t have to! God
loves us as we are and sent Jesus to break sin’s
power over us.
A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point
you can pinch in the middle of a long piece of
ribbon, such that when you lift it high, the two
ends — one symbolizing our baptism and the other,
our funeral — meet and touch. We come from dust
and will return to dust, but we also come from
God and will return to God. Ash Wednesday
reminds us that we’re always safe in God’s love.

Faith Journey
A family was heading on vacation: two little ones
were nestled in car seats; the van was packed.
As Dad locked the house and Mom secured the
garage, an adult neighbor the kids knew walked
up and spoke through an open window. “Where
are you going?” The kids shrugged. “Well, what
road are you taking?” the friend asked with a
knowing smile. Of course, they had no idea. “Do
you know where you’ll eat today, or where you’ll
spend the night?” Blank stares. Then the friend
asked, “Who are you traveling with?” The
children broke into grins and shouted, “Mommy
and Daddy!”
On the journey of faith, we don’t know precisely
where we’re headed or how all our needs will be
met. But we know who we’re traveling with: our
loving God who is fully aware of the twists and
turns ahead; the loving Parent who promises to
care for us wherever we go.

The Comfort of Our middle-C God
During college, while living in a boarding
house, author Lloyd Douglas befriended a
retiree. The man, a homebound former
music teacher, shared a morning ritual with
Douglas, who would walk down to the
man’s floor, open his door and ask, “What’s
the good news?”
Every day the man responded by tapping a
tuning fork against his wheelchair and
saying, “That’s middle C. It was middle C
yesterday. It will be middle C tomorrow. It
will be middle C a thousand years from
now. The tenor upstairs sings flat, the
piano across the hall is out of tune, but, my
friend, that is middle C!”
If middle C’s pitch value isn’t exactly 261.63
Hz, then your piano needs to be tuned.
How comforting that dependability is for
musicians — and their listeners.
Like middle C, God is steadfast and
reliable. In this fast-paced world, praise
God for the good news He declares to us:
“I the LORD do not change” (Malachi 3:6).

Standing Tall
How does your physical stature — or lack of it
— affect your daily life? Maybe you have to
stoop under certain doorways. Or maybe you buy
shoes that make you taller.
Now consider your spiritual “height.” Do you,
like young Jesus, strive to grow each day — in
wisdom, if not in stature? What “giants” make
you feel inadequate?
When “the battle is the LORD’s” (1 Samuel 17:47),
as young David told Goliath before slaying him,
human size doesn’t matter. Because we serve a
“big” God who lives in us and works through us,
we can stand tall and confident in His strength.
No matter our physical height, let’s use every
opportunity to reach up and step out as Jesus’
hands and feet.

“We are all so sunk in sin, and so wedded to the
world, that we would never turn to God and seek
salvation, unless He first call us by His Grace”
-- J.C. Ryle

Kairos Corner
We will be hosting the Kairos Spaghetti Dinner again this year. I’m
sure it will have another theme like the “Meatball Mania” last time.
There will be some type of entertainment, games and things for kids
of all ages. Watch for announcements as the dates and times get set.
There is sure to be great food, fellowship and surprises.
The next Kairos Reunions will be Saturday, April 13 th.
Please keep the Kairos classes both still in GCI and those who have been dispersed
elsewhere in your prayers.
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 24:4

Christian education
Easter is April 21st this year.
Game Night on March 15th at 7:00 pm. See you there.
Our Sunday School needs volunteers. Please think prayerfully about this important part of our church’s work.
Yes we are planning a VBS this year. July 19, 20 & 21 – We will be using a weekend VBS this year.
Annual Church Picnic will be August 18th.
Harvest Fest will be September 21st.
Fall Outing (Family Fun Day) will be October 13th.
Trunk-or-Treat will be October 26th.
Thanksgiving Dinner will be November 17th.
Church Decorating will be November 30th.
We are going to be doing something for the children for Christmas/Advent this year.
Watch Night will be December 31st.
Our next meeting is March 17th right after church. We hope to see you there.
Your Christian Education Board, Janice Wood, Sandy Thompkins, Debbie-Ellen Beckett & Terra Nobora
with Pam Witchey – Sunday School Superintendent

There is a need for Children’s Church teachers during our regular Sunday Worship. Even one
Sunday a month would help tremendously! Please see Pam or Rhea if you can take a Sunday.
How many times has this happened to you: You are running late for
something and for some reason are delayed – maybe you can’t find your
keys, maybe you get that annoying phone call, the neighbor stops you to
talk… So many interferences that make you run behind. And as you finally
start off to your destination, grumbling to yourself about the delays, you
come across a horrific accident that looks like it just happened maybe
ten or so minutes before – one that had you not been delayed, you may have been in it. That happened to
me last week. Sure some may call it coincidence but I look at it as divine intervention. I know that God was
watching out for me, keeping me safe. I don’t know why we don’t have one of the head slapping V-8
moments and realize, God THAT WAS YOU! God places you in just the right place, either for your
protection or to do His work. We need to learn to listen to those quiet moments that God is showing you
what He wants you to do. That stranger that you pass that looks like they are going to break down crying,
the person (sometimes elderly) that just looks confused, that person in the table next to you that is sitting
all alone… all opportunities to reach out and touch another human being. You never know when that one
smile, one kind word, one helpful guidance will impact their day. Just as God kept me from the accident, He
will give you just the right words if you would only listen!

“There is something
infinitely healing in the
repeated refrains of
nature — the assurance
that dawn comes after
night, and spring after
winter.”
—Rachel Carson
Living Sacrifices
To search our souls, to meditate,
will not suffice for Lent.
To share the cross, to sacrifice;
these are the things God meant.
—Jane McKay Lanning

“It's better to bite your
tongue than to eat your
words.”
—Frank Sonnenberg
“Never look down on
anybody unless you’re
helping him up.”
—Jesse Jackson
Thoughts on Prayer
“You don’t know how to pray? Put yourself in the presence of God, and as
soon as you have said, ‘Lord, I don’t know how to pray!’ you can be sure
you have already begun.”
—St. Josemaría Escrivá
“Seek a relationship when you pray, not answers. You won’t always find
answers, but you will always find Jesus.”
—Father Mike Schmitz
“If the lungs of prayer and the Word of God do not nourish the breath
of spiritual life, we risk suffocating in the midst of a thousand daily
cares. Prayer is the breath of the soul and of life.”
—Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
1767 Goodyear Boulevard
Akron, Ohio 44305

