THE LINK
Upcoming Events
Good Neighbors Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
Volunteers are needed
Pregnancy Solutions & Services
Ultrasound bus
Wednesdays 12:00-4:30pm
Flag Day
Friday, June 14th
Centennial Committee
Next meeting will be Saturday,
June 15th at 10:30am
Father’s Day
Sunday, June 16
First Day of Summer
Friday, June 21st
Stop and smell the flowers!
City of Akron-Great Streets
June 21st, 4:00-10:00pm
Food trucks, games, music
Highlighting Goodyear Blvd.
Goodyear Heights CAG
Food Truck Fair
Saturday August 17, 2:30-7pm
Several trucks, vendors,
music & fun

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to find the
error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. No one
found the error
in the May
Link.

Darline Shiplett
Cherrie LeBarre
Vicky Shockey
June Jett
June Evans
Janice Wood
Doug Beal
Kevin Beal
Jean Conners
Phil Holbert

Jun 8
Jun 10
Jun 13
Jun 14
Jun 18
Jun 22
Jun 27
Jun 27
Jun 27
Jun 28

June: Rotating
Akron Pregnancy
Solutions & Services
Ultrasound bus is in
our auxiliary parking
lot on Wednesdays,
from noon until
4:30pm.
This is free to anyone
needing prenatal
care.
Please let anyone
that you know in
need of this great
service.

Thank you to all that helped
being May’s greeters.

If someone would like to be
a greeter, contact Jaunita
Moffatt.
Special Dates
• Pentecost, June 9
• Flag Day, June 14
• Father’s Day, June 16
• Centennial Committee, June 15
• Great Streetsl, June 21
• First day of summer, June 21

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Wednesday Bible Study
Every Wednesday at 6:00pm.
All are welcome! Come dig into the Word.

As I sit here writing, the day outside is perfect; cool, sunny, fresh
and quiet. I’m an early riser, and one of the benefits of that is that
it gives me the opportunity to see almost every sunrise. This
morning’s was glorious. It seems to me that this is one of the
many ways our Lord shows off His originality and displays His love
for Creation in fresh, new and artistic ways.
I was talking with someone recently, and it soon became obvious
they were struggling with regrets of the past, essentially wondering
if God was standing back ‘keeping score’. In that moment, the
image of that morning’s sunrise came to mind, and so the start of
a fresh new day became a metaphor of His eagerness and
willingness to forgive.
When we read the Old Testament accounts about the many sins of the ancient Israelites,
and then pick up the morning newspaper, it seems clear mankind has learned very little
during our time here. Just like Adam and Eve messed up the good thing they had there in
the garden by wanting to be God’s equal, we are still destined to struggle anytime we start
thinking we know better than our Father.
With that, the whole ‘pro life’/ ‘pro choice’ issue comes to mind. We have a significant
number of people (many who are influential and “educated” unfortunately), who think it’s
perfectly OK to take the life of unborn children. They celebrate the fact that in this country
we have the right to murder with impunity. And given the chance, they will even preach that
to remove the right to murder these innocents is “immoral.”
And in just the last couple decades, our concept of gender has gone from God’s traditional
binary choices (“In the beginning God made them male and female” Matthew 19: 4), so that
now some claim there are as many as 72 different varieties! That’s even more flavors than
Baskin Robins!
So that at the same time we are quick to poke our finger in God’s eye and tell Him He’s
wrong, it seems we have even lost our instinct to hide behind the fig leaves we have hastily
sewn together. We thought it good to take prayer and the Bible out of our schools, and now
we are busy legalizing recreational drugs and putting beer and wine in our dollar stores. Our
government has put a ‘protective hedge’ around Christianity to keep people safe, while sin
and substance abuse are being given free reign.
We’ve been here for so many generations, and it seems we have learned so little…Thank
God for daily forgiveness!

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold
Your monthly contributions continue to reach outside our church, helping others in witness and service for
Christ as mandated by the Great Commission.
JoAnn’s Pantry: During the month of June, the Board of Missions and the Board of Deacons are joining efforts
in support of JoAnn’s Pantry. Our church has been actively involved in this ministry for many years, both
through contributions and volunteers. Lloyd Moffatt has worked with them for over 16 years and George
Robishaw has also be a faithful worker.
JoAnn’s Pantry started over 25 years ago to honor the life of JoAnn Bartholomew who was a devout follower
of Jesus and member at First Church in Tallmadge. In 1987 JoAnn was found murdered near Chapel Hill Mall
and the perpetrator was never found. JoAnn’s Pantry is proof that good can come out of tragedy.
Currently JoAnn’s Pantry provides over 6000 meals for low-income and struggling family’s per-year. It is run
by volunteers and every cent donated goes toward the operation of the pantry and the purchasing of food.
The pantry is open on the last Tuesday and Thursday of each month from 9am to 3pm except when holidays
force a change. Monetary and food donations will be collected throughout the month of June.
South Street Ministries-Front Porch Café’: On Tuesday, June 11, at 12:00, the Board of Missions is having
lunch at the Front Porch Café’ and you are invited to join us. The Front Porch Café’ opened in 2001 in South
Akron with a vision of creating jobs and job retraining for the unemployed and ex-offenders in the Akron
area. The Café’ now operates daily as a place of a community connection to employment, recovery and
Christian fellowship. People are being connected through shared meals and a shared mission, and lives and
communities are being transformed. A further mission is to train and transition unemployed and underpaid
men and women from the recovery and reentry communities to employment in the food service industries.

Let Donna Conley know if you plan to join us and learn more about this ministry. We will meet at the church
at 11:30 and car pool to the restaurant. The Front Porch Café’ is located at 798 Grant Street, Akron, OH
44311.

Angels along life’s trail
Weary long-distance hikers sometimes encounter “trail
angels” — people who offer food and drink, bandages,
shoelaces and even a place to do laundry. Along the
Pacific Crest Trail, one home, dubbed Hiker’s Heaven,
serves as a mail drop. Trail angels say they find great joy
in offering kindness to strangers.
Unexpected kindnesses — and regular rest stops — make
any journey less grueling and more enjoyable. That’s also
true on the journey of life as we experience (and bestow)
generosity and pause to spend time with God. After all,
“It is God to whom and with whom we travel,” said
Elisabeth Elliot. “And while He is the end of our journey,
He is also at every stopping place."

The ABWM Rose Dinner is June 18th at
6:00pm. Bring a covered dish and a
place setting, a friend, daughter,
mother, sister, and a ROSE from your
garden.
I will save you a seat!   

Moderator’s Minutes
We didn’t have any visitors at the last Council meeting. Must be because its
summer and most have lots to do. I know I do. And it’s great to be outside.
My family has a new tent to use and I can’t wait to camp out again. Yard
work aside it seems we can always find time to do fun stuff. I will tell you I
had hoped that meeting would be short but it was not. It took well over an
hour to handle Gods business that evening.
The issue of security came up again in and about the Children’s wing. Protection of the kids in our care
is and should continue to be a top priority. I have mentioned before the importance of the time kids
spend learning about God. I’m one of those ‘cradle to the grave’ Christians when the subject of Bible
teaching is brought up. Kid’s need to learn of and about Jesus a lot.
I was one of many that had scheduling conflicts with the date of our Vacation Bible study. And I am very
pleased to report it simply got pushed to the next weekend and will happen. I felt it was essential that the
church resume having Vacation Bible School. I have carried to this day stuff I took away from a Bible
School I attended as a child. And as you know I’m old now. Memories with life lessons stick with you.
I have seen kids changed from even the nursery from week to week. We are making a difference with
the youth in our church. And with Vacation Bible School we get to maybe show Jesus to kids not
attending our church or any church for that matter. I like the motto at camp Koinonia. Changed Lives.
I could go on and on about all that was discussed in that last Council meeting. But then you would not
have any reason to come to the next one. So instead I will end with this little tidbit. Until you have
enjoyed the feeling of doing for Christ you will never know.
Eddie Nobora
Moderator

Centennial Committee
th

Our next meeting is June 15 and we
will be planning the actual services. We will also begin
preparing the letter of invitation at that time. If you are
interested in helping with anything we would more
than welcome you. If you have names or addresses of
people we should invite please let us know.
The committee members are Donna Conley, DebbieEllen Beckett, Lloyd & Jaunita Moffatt, John & Kathi
Wyatt and Terra Nobora.

Volunteers needed!
We are preparing a list of people
that are willing to help with
funeral dinners or other food
events. You can always say no
when the time comes but it would
be nice to have a ‘pond’ to ‘fish’
in.
The sign-up sheet is in the back of
the sanctuary.
Please tell us what you’d like to
prepare: main dish, side dish,
desert, etc.
Thank you for your participation.

Reasons to Rejoice
Proverbs 11:10 (NIV) says, “When the
righteous prosper, the city rejoices.” The
Hebrew word for righteous, notes Timothy
Keller, indicates people who, because they
believe in God, “disadvantage themselves to
advantage those around them.” In other
words, people living righteously “will be such a
benefit to the public good of the whole city
that the entire populace will exult.”
Keller then asks: “Are you the kind of person,
and is your church the kind of church, about
which others in your community might say, ‘I
don’t share their beliefs, but I shudder to think
about what this city would be like without
them’?”

What Rain Reveals
Unless you’re a pluviophile
(someone who loves rain), a
stretch of sunshine-free
days can seem drab and
dreary. To make South
Korea’s long monsoon season
more colorful, art students
created murals on some Seoul sidewalks with
hydrochromic paint. It’s invisible on dry surfaces,
but as soon as water hits, vibrant images appear.
Rain transforms gray pavement into bright scenes
of fish, whales and turtles.
Life’s storms, whether literal or figurative, can
dampen our enthusiasm and even challenge our
faith. Yet adversity often reveals God’s true
colors — and ours. No matter what clouds pass
overhead, God remains Perfect, Loving and
Steadfast. And by praising God “rain or shine,” we,
as His artwork, reveal that our Creator and His
every brushstroke are trustworthy.

Summertime Prayer
In “The Summer Day,” Pulitzer Prize-winning
poet Mary Oliver (1935-2019) captures the
season profoundly as a time to pay attention,
especially to the wonders of Creation; to let
oneself be idle sometimes; and to let one’s
time of quiet rest, meandering through
meadows and gazing at grasshoppers, be
prayer.
I don’t know exactly what a prayer is.
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall
down into the grass, how to kneel down in the
grass, how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll
through the fields ...
Search online to read the entire work. Let it
inspire you for a walk with God through one of
these summer days.

It is not the task of Christianity to provide easy
answers to every question but to make us
progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so
much the object of our knowledge as the cause of
our wonder.
—Kallistos Ware

“Do” Diligence
Against the backdrop of people who avoid
work, cut corners and do half-hearted jobs, a
diligent [person] stands out. Practicing
diligence is an excellent way to stand out for
Christ at home, in the workplace and even at
church. Today, complete each one of your
tasks, however big or small, with diligence.
—David Jeremiah

An Encouraging Word

Fun in the Sun
Enjoy some summer-themed laughter while you
lounge!
Seen on a church sign (and appropriate for
grilling season): “God doesn’t make misteaks.”
Person approaching a shoreline: “Is this river
any good for fish?” Response: “It must be. I
can’t get any of them to leave it.
Q: Why do people go to church in the summer?
A: It’s prayer-conditioned!
Q: Why was it so hot in the stadium after the
game?
A: All the fans left.
Q: While hiking, how can you identify a
dogwood tree?
A: By its bark.
Q: What do sheep have on sunny days?
A: A baa-baa-cue!

The Bible repeatedly “encourages”
Christians to “encourage one another.”
How can you tell when someone needs
encouragement? The answer is easy, said
Chick-fil-A founder Truett Cathy: if
they’re breathing! He quipped, “I get a lot
of encouragement, but I never got an
overdose.”
Offering encouragement is an easy way to
have a big impact. In fact, two esteemed
Christian writers call encouragers angelic
and godly. George MacDonald said, “If,
instead of a gem or even a flower, we
could cast the gift of a lovely thought into
the heart of a friend, that would be giving
as the angels give.” And G.K. Chesterton
said, “If I can put one touch of rosy sunset
into the life of any man or woman, I shall
feel that I have worked with God.”
Who in your life might need an encouraging
word today?

Goodyear Heights Food Truck Fair
The Goodyear Heights Community
Action Group is having a Food Truck
Fair on Saturday August 17, 2:30pm
to 7:00pm. There will be several food trucks, fun,
games and live music.
We’ve been invited to set up a table for a Bake
Sale and also an outreach table (like at Harvest
Fest). This is a new way to reach our community.

Kairos Corner
The Kairos Reunions will be June 8th and July 13th. The spaghetti
dinner information should be coming soon. Watch the overhead
and future bulletins for an update.
Please continue to hold the men in your prayers, both inside the
walls and the men outside the walls that are ministering to them.
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did
it to me”
Matthew 24:4

Christian Education
Our potluck dinner was a huge success. Thank you for all who cooked and came.
Don’t forget Father’s Day on June 16th. There will be a small memento for all
of our men of God.
Instead of a Family Movie Night in June we will be participating in Akron’s Great Streets Festival
on June 21st 6:30-9:00pm. Goodyear Blvd will be closed down between Newton & Honodle. There
will be food trucks, games and other activities similar along the line of Night Out Against Crime
event (which is being held on Tuesday, August 6th at Reservoir Park).
We hope to have Family Movie Night or Family Game Night back on Friday, August 16th at
7:00pm.
We will be having a weekend VBS on July 26, 27 & 28. Please pray for the VBS and consider
volunteering. More information to follow on the overhead, in the bulletin and announcements.
We would very much appreciate volunteers to work in the nursery and second hour as relief for our
teachers. If you would like to help please let us know.
Our next meeting is June 9th right after church. We hope to see you there.

Your Christian Education Board, Janice Wood, Sandy Tompkins, Debbie-Ellen Beckett & Terra
Nobora (Chair) & Pam Witchey (Sunday School Superintendent)

Summer is on it’s way, my garden is thriving with the mix of heat
and rain. It seems like my seedlings are growing inches daily.
This year even the corn I planted (in pots) is already over a foot
tall! I feel like it’ll only be a matter of weeks that I start seeing
tomatoes. (I’ve already had a salad made with an onion and lettuce
I’ve grown). I don’t know why I am always amazed and surprised
at what is produced in my tiny grow bags and my backyard raised bed, but it still takes my
breath away when I see these tiny miracles.
I have to imagine it’s how God feels when He sees His children take root and grow in faith.
But then He knows the formula, He plants the seed and knows the outcome of a ‘well tended
garden’. I have to wonder if He still feels amazed and happy. It says: “In the same way, I
tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
Luke 15:10. God gives us His formula (The Bible) and then let’s us grow. Like my garden, we
need to weed out our lives to get a good ‘root system’ that will be able to weather the
storms that may come. We need to give it nourishment and attention. Knowing that some
will go to seed and spread, while others may wither on the vine. What we do with what God
gives us is up to us.
Choose your path well, grasshopper.

“There is just one way to
bring up a child in the
way he should go, and
that is to travel that
way yourself.”
—Abraham Lincoln

What’s New!
If you get a chance,
take a look at the mural
Julio Berrios and
Monika Ortiz have
painted on the wall in
the Youth Room and on
the cover of this Link.
Blessings!
“Jesus, like any good
fisherman, first catches
the fish; then he cleans
them.”
—Mark Potter

A Father’s Legacy
For Joseph Dodson, the pressures and responsibilities of parenthood
felt compounded when he and his wife adopted a son. Dodson, a Bible
professor, wonders if Jesus’ earthly father also struggled with doubts
and fears.
Scripture doesn’t say much about Joseph, but he clearly left Jesus “a
significant legacy,” Dodson writes in Bible Study Magazine. Joseph
obeyed God — despite the risk to his reputation — by marrying a
pregnant woman. Joseph, a son of David, raised the Son of David as his
very own. To protect his family he fled to Egypt, foreshadowing the
“new exodus” of Jesus’ saving ministry. And Joseph heard neighbors
mock Jesus as “the carpenter’s son.”
“Joseph taught Jesus much more than woodworking,” Dodson writes.
“He modeled for his adopted son how, for God’s glory, he must drink
the Father’s cup no matter the cost.”

Talk Is Cheap
Too many of us have
a Christian
vocabulary rather
than a Christian
experience. We
think we are doing
our duty when we're
only talking about
it.
—Charles F. Banning

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

1767 Goodyear Boulevard

Akron, Ohio 44305

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

9:15 a.m. – Praise in room 18
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

Phone: 330-784-5497

Worship Time

Fax: 330-784-8656

Church Office Hours: 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

E-Mail: goodyear.baptist@sbcglobal.net

Pastor: D. Edward Witchey
Music Director: David Fisher

Website: www.ghbcakron.org

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

