THE LINK
Upcoming Events
Good Neighbors Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
Volunteers are needed

Family Movie Night
Friday, January 18th at 7pm
Fellowship, food
and a feel good movie

Sanctity of Life Sunday
January 20th

Deacon’s Third Sunday
Food Drive –January 20th
Just a reminder,
food is always needed.
Please drop your dry goods
in the baskets at
either sanctuary door

Congregational Meeting
Sunday January 27th
immediately following
the Worship Service

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to
find the error in
the Link,
contact Lorie
for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Salena
Growdon found
the error in the
December. Link.
This year to be
fair, limit one
card a year.

Paul Neal
James Belknap, Jr
Barbara Moore
Carl David Sandridge III
Mary Ann Sawyer
Lillian Zager
Michael Chack
Calista Sandridge
Jennifer Skeriotis

Though my
world is shaky
& uncertain. I
can rest in the
arms of a
completely

Unshakable
God.

Jan 2
Jan 9
Jan 9
Jan 15
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 22
Jan 27
Jan 28

January: Robert and Sandi
Tompkins
Thank you Debbie Arnold and
Lloyd Segler for being our
December’s greeters.

If someone would like to
be a greeter, contact
Jaunita Moffatt.

Special Dates:
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019
Epiphany, January 6, 2019
Family Movie Night, January 13, 2019
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2019
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 21, 2019
Congregational Meeting, January 27, 2019

I discovered recently that the holiday season we just came
through, was the ninth since I became your pastor. Now I’ve
been called on to do some pretty difficult things in my life,
but I’ve always found that with time and repetition, you can
generally figure out easier and better ways to get the
project done… though it seems (at least to me) that
ministry tends to defy that logic.
I struggle to come up with a plan for the Christmas
season- the same way I struggle to create a message each
week. And all too soon it will be time to begin the struggle
of our Lent and the Easter season. But then I’ve become
convinced that our Lord intends for this life to be a struggle.
Looking at the lives of the Apostles, it seems the only constant in the lives of
those men other than their faith, was the resistance they faced on a daily basis.
To say that Paul suffered hardships would be an understatement. He was
persecuted and jailed repeatedly. He was beaten and thrown out of cities and left
for dead. His belief resulted in riots breaking out. He received 39 lashes five times,
was beaten with a rod three times, stoned once, shipwrecked three times and
nearly drowned. He faced dangers from robbers, fellow countrymen, foreigners,
false teachers, predators in the wild and dangers from the sea. Paul was often
hungry, thirsty, cold, naked, weary, and wracked with pain…
And here I sit in my climate controlled office, with every convenience known to
man, complaining about the ‘hard’ work I am faced with. I am…so pathetic. Please
pray for your pastor.
I think all this helps point out how we can either concentrate on our blessings and
the good things that happen to us on a daily basis, or focus on the little struggles
and setbacks that are common to man. The choice of course, is ours.
Will we be optimistic and display a generous and loving heart through this new
year, or will we continually choose to concentrate on the little setbacks, the little
stumbling blocks that we must all face and overcome?
My heroes are the saints I know who seemingly never have a bad day. The ones
that continually have a smile on their face and a song in their heart, the ones
who display the love and beauty and grace of God to everyone they meet… I want
to learn to be more like them this year.

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Your regular monthly contributions continue to witness and reach outside our church,
helping others in witness and in service for Christ as mandated by the Great Commission.
WORLD MISSION OFFERING: Thank you for your contributions to the International Ministries
World Mission Offering Campaign. With your help, International Ministries is able to work with
people around the world to meet Christ, to grow as disciples and to serve as channels of God’s love to
still more people. We have joined hands with others around the world to spread the love of God in
Jesus Christ. We are the salt of the earth. (Matthew 5:13)

Through your contributions, the new year will bring many opportunities for our church to
work as Christ’s disciples in a world in need of His love and guidance.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR MISSIONS.

Liquor License (s)
Thank you so much to all of you that participated in the
ACME Cash Back program.
You can still turn in last year’s receipts by January 15th.
So far the total is $4936.55 which at 5% equals $246.83
that go to our 2019 operating budget.
BIG THANKS to all of you and may God richly bless you.
Watch future Links for the date of the next ABWM Spring
dinner (possibly April 16).

Please pray for the appeal hearing on
the license permit. The case will be
rescheduled early in 2019 (we still
don’t have when it will be). Associate
Assistant Attorney General - Charitable
Law Section will be handling our side
of the case- validating what the original
hearing officer decided.
Praise God for this man!
We know that God will
be with us.
.

The Ultimate Road Map
Tired of going in circles, I wanted to stop and ask for directions to the Kennedy Library in Boston. My
husband, the driver, did not. Eventually I won out. A store clerk was happy to provide a map and point
us on our way.
Many of us Christians act like my husband did that day, blithely going on our way, turning here,
backtracking there, never really finding what we want in life, but sure that if we follow our nose we’ll
get there eventually.
The Bible is exactly what we need on our journey: a road map to guide us on our way, to help us
around the inevitable wrong turns and errors — and, in the end, to show us the direct path to eternal
life with God in heaven.
—Sandy Hyland

Moderator’s Minutes
After celebrating our Lords birth I once again began reviewing my own achievements of
the year. Did a years’ worth of decisions and attitude truly reflect the person God wants
me to be. Another year older and maybe wiser. If you are like me Jesus birth marks the
beginning of what He came to do for me. So now I find myself considering my walk to this
point and what should follow.
So I need to find the ability to do better. I want to be better. I have always heard that
there is no standing still. You either move forward or you move back. I seem to always
contemplate what now as it applies to my Holy Spirit driven approach to a new year as it unfolds. After Jesus returned to His
heavenly Father, He sent His Spirit to abide throughout the earth. Even better it’s directly within His believers. How can I
increase my drive to show Him to others as this New Year unfolds?
I’m gonna try to show the love Jesus showed me to others in all the corners of my life. Not just the coins in the buckets but
in every interaction I make with others. I want everyone to see the love He showed me. This may sound silly but I wish I
could make it ooze out of my pores. And when I am faced with a situation where I feel hurt by something or someone I can it
(or them) with that very same love.
I will conclude with the closing from last year. Jesus, in the midst of any old every day, fills each one with His glory, like
Christmas. Even if a day holds sorrow or disappointment or health scares or relationship troubles it is still full of the
Christmas miracle. We can look forward to this New Year full of new hope. This could be the year we get it done for Our God.
Share the love.
Still Yours in Christ
Eddie Nobora

A Prayer for New Beginnings
In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress Press), Walter Brueggemann writes in an
Epiphany poem:
... this is a time to be born.
So we turn to you, God of our life
God of all our years,
God of our beginning....
We dare pray that you will do for us
and among us and through us
what is needful for our newness.
Give us the power to be receptive,
to take the newness you give ....
There is a time to be born, and it is now.
We sense the pangs and groans of your newness.
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.
How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new year coincide! Epiphany reveals a new King, the
beginning of His ministry, His new disciples, His first healings, His “new teaching — with authority”
(Mark 1:27). We, too, experience newness, now and year-round. But newness can be tough. So we
trust that God, who “[makes] all things new” while banishing “mourning and crying and pain”
(Revelation 21:4-5), walks with us in this new year — and always.

Kingfisher Faith

Enter In
Tired of making small talk at church about the
weather or sports? Then follow Edward Welch’s
advice to “enter in” to the lives of your fellow
worshipers.
A churchgoer once asked Welch, author of Caring
for One Another (Crossway), two simple yet
profound questions: “What was the best thing
about your week, and what was the worst thing
about your week?” About a month later, when
some issues were weighing heavily on Welch’s
heart, he wondered who’d be willing to pray for
him. Immediately, the person who’d asked him
those two questions came to mind.
When worshipers are willing to enjoy one
another’s blessings and be burdened by one
another’s difficulties, Welch says, the body of
Christ gets built up.

Thine, Not Mine
Sheillah Sheldone Charles, an articulate 9year-old Kenyan featured in a BBC News
Africa video, attributes her artistic gifts
to God. It’s comical to hear her say, “I
also teach children,” but her rationale is
profound: “If you have a talent, don’t just
say: ‘It’s mine alone. I should not teach
others.’ So you should also share your
talent out there.”
Jesus’ parable of the talents in Matthew
25:14-30 teaches us to share our Godgiven abilities for purposes larger than our
own. Sheillah is a fine example: Besides
teaching children, she often draws women
to highlight their suffering and their
importance. Surely the Master exclaims,
“Well done, good and faithful servant!”
(v. 23, ESV).

.

In a video on his publisher’s website, Eugene
Peterson tells of watching a kingfisher
repeatedly dive for fish in a lake. Peterson
counted 37 dives before the kingfisher caught
its supper! “And he’s the king fisher!” Peterson
chuckles. From that bird-watching episode, he
gleaned a ministry lesson: It may take a long time
and many attempts — maybe dozens! — before
something works out.
God calls us to live out His love faithfully,
even when we don’t seem to be accomplishing
anything. Maybe we extend 36 invitations to
worship, work 36 monthly shifts at a food bank
or utter 36 prayers without seeing results.
“What’s the point?” we wonder. But the
kingfisher urges us on: “Maybe number 37 is the
charm!”
In the words of St. Paul (and mixing fishing
and farming metaphors): “Let us not become

weary in doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up”
(Galatians 6:9, NIV).

Lessons in Wise Faith
“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther.
Given the obstacles they encountered, we would
understand if they had given up altogether!
First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to
Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a “royal
palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men
found a sight “so utterly out of keeping with a king”
— a poor young woman and child, in a “poor hut” —
that one might expect them to head straight home.
“But,” declares Luther, “with a great, strong and
full faith they ... follow the word of the prophet
and the witness of the star in all purity of heart,”
bowing to worship and honor the Savior.
—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the
Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works

Reading Resolutions

Any Complaints

Every January, many Christians resolve to
read the entire Bible in one year. That’s a
worthy goal, but God doesn’t require us
to read a certain number of verses or
chapters per day. Instead, He tells us to
simply be in His Word — and thus be with
Him — so he can grow our faith, light our
path and assure us of His love and
forgiveness. God’s Word is a precious gift,
but we need to “unwrap” it!

While serving as a chaplain at a children’s
hospital, Lisa Anderson once found a young
mother kneeling in the chapel. When Anderson
apologized for disrupting, the woman said,
“That’s okay. I was just complaining to the Lord.
I figure it worked for the Israelites!”

F.B. Meyer offers this helpful advice for a
new year of discovering (and
rediscovering!) Scripture: “Read the
Bible, not as a newspaper, but as a home
letter. If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs
within reach, gather it. If a promise lies
upon the page as a blank check, cash it. If
a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and
launch it as a feathered arrow from the
bow of your desire. If an example of
holiness gleams before you, ask God to do
as much for you. If the truth is revealed …
entreat that its brilliance may ever
irradiate … your life.”

After laughing, the women began discussing how
God listens to His people regardless of our
approach. Indeed, Moses tells Aaron, “Say to
the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw
near to the LORD, for He has heard your
complaining’” (Exodus 16:9, NRSV). And as David
hid in a cave from Saul, he wrote, “I pour out my
complaint before [the Lord]” (Psalm 142:2).
No matter what we say — or pray — our allpowerful God certainly can handle it. And no
matter what’s troubling us, we can “take heart!”
because Jesus has “overcome the world” (John
16:33, ESV).

Our church celebrated Watch Night with some fun, games and
conversation and near midnight, we went to the sanctuary for
meditation, praise and prayer.
It was well attended, with more than ever before, many new to
our church. We also had several children. There is nothing
better than the sound of children’s laughter!
God blessed us with so many new faces at Watch Night just like almost every Sunday we have over
ten visitors. We are finally growing, adding more lives to Christ’s service. Most weeks we have at
least five children attending Children’s Church.
Also I was in awestruck at the participation in the 2nd Annual Kairos Christmas card drive. We
were able to put a Christmas card in the hand of every active Kairos member at GCI (plus some
‘graduates’) Looking forward to next year, if you have any leftover Christmas cards we sure can
use them. Please place them in the red bowl on the table in the back of the sanctuary.
I see the hand of God touching Goodyear Heights Baptist Church as we minister to the community.
New faces are coming each Sunday and are staying. It seems so many of the new guests want to
serve. They want to do anything and everything they can do to help. How refreshing to see new
people that want to be involved. When you see them in the pews, go meet them!

Christian education
(Board members:, Terra Nobora, Sandy Tompkins, Janice Wood and
Debi-Ellen Beckett with Pam Witchey—as Sunday School superintendent)

2018 was a year that saw much growth in our Children’s Church. Most Sundays there are at
least five children but most times we exceed ten. Any Sunday the sound of children’s
laughter as they exit the sanctuary is like the song of a dozen birds serenading us. That
being said, with extra children, we need more teachers.
This year’s first Family Movie Night will be Friday, January 18th at 7:00pm. There are
always movie munchies and fellowship. Please plan to attend! Watch for name of the movie
in an upcoming bulletin.
The Board of Christian Ed will be meeting later in January to start planning the upcoming
year. One of the things that we are going to try to do is have Vacation Bible School since
we are getting more and more children.

There is a need for Children’s Church teachers during our regular Sunday Worship.
Even one Sunday a month would help tremendously! Please see Pam or Rhea if you can
take a Sunday.

Kairos Corner
Kairos Reunion this month is Saturday January 12th. Please keep the
church at GCI, these new Christians in your prayer.
We were able to send Christmas cards to every one of the Kairos program
thanks to all that blessed them with their thoughts and prayers. A big
thank you to all that participated.
Pray for safe passage to and from for Ed, especially when the roads traveled may be
snowy and slick.

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 25:4

“Pursue some path,
however narrow and
crooked, in which you can
walk with love and
reverence.”
—Henry David Thoreau

“A New Year’s resolution is
something that goes in one
year and out the other.”
—Unknown
“Learn to light a candle in
the darkest moments of
someone's life. Be the light
that helps others see.”
—Roy T. Bennett

Winter Warmth
O God, you give the winter’s cold,
as well as summer’s joyous rays.
You warmly in Your love enfold,
and keep us through life’s wintry days.
—Samuel Longfellow

Empowered
The One who calls you
to go into all the world
and preach the Gospel
to every creature is
the One who by your
consent, goes into all
the world and preaches
the Gospel to every
creature through you!
—W. Ian Thomas

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
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Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

1767 Goodyear Boulevard

Akron, Ohio 44305

Phone: 330-784-5497

9:15 a.m. – Praise in room 18
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

Fax: 330-784-8656

Worship Time

E-Mail: goodyear.baptist@sbcglobal.net

Church Office Hours: 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

Website: www.ghbcakron.org

Pastor: D. Edward Witchey
Music Director: David Fisher

