THE LINK
Upcoming Events
Good Neighbors Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
Volunteers are needed
Women’s Sunday
February 10th
GROW

Family Movie Night
Friday, February 15th at 7pm
The Resurrection of Gavin Lee
Food, Fun and a good time

Deacon’s Third Sunday
Food Drive –January 20th
Just a reminder,
food is always needed.
Please drop your dry goods
in the baskets at
either sanctuary door

Centennial Committee
Next meeting will be Saturday,
March 9th at 10:30am

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to find the
error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Salena
Growdon
found the
error in the
December.
Link. This
year to be fair,
limit one card
a year.

Ed Nobora
Sharon Skeriotis
Charlette Thompson
Ruth Parker
Lexi Alexander
Salena Growdon
Haylee Vaughn
James Rowe
Jim Skeriotis
Kayla Skeriotiis

Feb 6
Feb 6
Feb 6
Feb 7
Feb 8
Feb 10
Feb 14
Feb 25
Feb 28
Feb 28

February: Lloyd and Jaunita
Moffatt
Thank you Robert and Sandi
Tomkins for being our January
greeters.

If someone would like to
be a greeter, contact
Jaunita Moffatt.
Special Dates:
•
•
•
•
•

African-American History Month
Women’s Sunday, February 10
Valentine’s Day, February 14
Family Movie Night, February 15
Presidents Day, February 18

With the holiday rush behind us, I’ve found renewed peace
and contentment in preparing our messages here each
week. And with the beginning of the New Year, I’ve begun
reading the Bible again, starting with the books of Genesis
and Matthew. As a result, we’ve had several messages
concerning the Creation account, and just yesterday I was
talking about Stephen, the first reported martyr of the first
century church.
I think Stephen’s story (found in Acts 6 and 7) points out
just how important it is to stay in the Word, and how
important it is to study Scripture…EVEN THE OLD
TESTAMENT! Of course at that time the Old Testament was all they had, but that
being said, God’s heart, His Grace and His Love can clearly be seen on the pages
from Genesis to Malachi- when we take the time to look for it.
Christians who limit their study to the New Testament only, are seriously hampering
their spiritual development. Can they still be considered ‘Christian’? … Of course! But
anyone who actually has the desire to become one of the Lord’s disciples- seeks to
know what their Rabbi knows. And when we look to the Word, it’s clear that Jesus
was a Jew through and through!
After His baptism when He was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, and when He
was challenged by the teachers, the scribes, the Pharisees and the Sadducees, He
answered them quoting from the Law of Moses and the prophets. That same
wisdom is still available to us today- if we would only go to the effort to search it
out.
And while reading any book of 2000 pages can be daunting, it is not an
insurmountable task if taken in small enough bites. When I was young, the KJV
seemed to be the only text we had available. And while it has certainly blessed
generations of people through the centuries, there has been a huge wave of new
scholarship- which has resulted in easier to understand translations… and with new
technology have come tapes, CD’s, DVD’s, ipod programs and phone apps.
The Lord’s Table, what we call ‘communion’, would be kind of a mysterious anomaly
to a believer IF we did not understand it first in the context of Passover. If there is
one thing we should commit ourselves to this New Year, it is to dedicate a little
more time to reading and studying the Word than we have in the past.

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Your monthly contributions continue to reach outside of our church, helping others in witness and in
service for Christ as mandated by the Great Commission. The Great Commission is the instruction of
Jesus Christ to His disciples to spread His teachings to all the nations of the world. (Matthew 28:1820)
RETIRED MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES OFFERING: RMMO-

*Retired Ministers, Missionaries and their widowed spouses often have limited resources to adequately
plan for the future. RMMO provides financial support to those who have helped build our churches
and spread God’s Word. Thank you checks, as well as emergency financial assistance, are made
possible by the contributions of American Baptist congregations to the annual Retired Ministers and
Missionaries offering.
*The assistance provided by RMMO restores the lifeline and ongoing connection to the ABC family. The
offering is rooted in thankfulness and honors the individual acts of support and faith that
recipients have shown to their congregations and communities.
*The annual offering is a reminder that the work God called them to do is remembered in the churches
that they have served over the years and to become a recipient is truly a blessing. Many
pastors influences us in our younger years and we will always be indebted to them. It is now time for
us to show our support for them.

Please read the bulletin inserts this month and support the RMMO. Envelopes are attached to the
Link, in the pew pockets and on the back table.

Through your contributions, the new year will bring many opportunities for our church to work as
Christ’s desciples in a world in need of his love and guidance.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR MISSIONS.

Thank you so much to all of you that participated in the ACME Cash Back
program.
The final total is $5143.21 which at 5% equals $25.16 that go to our 2019
operating budget.
BIG THANKS to all of you and may God richly bless you.
Watch March Link for more about the next ABWM Spring dinner (April 16).

Moderator’s Minutes
I hope everyone got a chance to see the Annual Report from last year. It
reflected a lot of the goings on in the various Boards as well as Council. A lot
was accomplished but more importantly I recognized the underlying theme.
Love. God’s Love shown through us. But I haven’t forgotten if God wants it to
happen, it will happen. So how will this year unfold?

I left the first Council meeting of the year with the feeling the something right was already happening. It
wasn’t about the subject or the votes but rather how it was all handled. Love. Love won the day once
again. The passions and desires that all brothers and sisters have to do right by God were in accordance
with the command to love one another. It showed abundantly in that meeting. And it was a
Congregational meeting.

There was no need for visitors it being the first congregational meeting. But I am still gonna try to stir
interest in Council meetings. Remember we are the body of Christ. The body needs all its parts to
accomplish God’s will in and out of the church. So keep showing up with fresh ideas to further God’s work
here in Goodyear Heights. Help with the spreading of the love. God’s Love.

So keep spreading God’s love everywhere and always. More of my loving advice. Can’t have too much
Love. Right?

And expect to hear from me every month. Be ready.
Eddie Nobora

Centennial Committee
Our church was founded in October 1919. This year marks our 100 th anniversary. We will have an open house on
Saturday, October 19th and services and a dinner on Sunday, October 20th. Details will be announced at a later
date.
We held a meeting on January 25th. Our historical group is sifting through the church’s documents and pictures to
put together a time line of the history of the church. Our publicity group is going to advertise on the Association
website, our website & Facebook page as well as local publications.
We will be sending save the date postcards in April and letters of invitation in August. To that purpose we would
ask anyone who has any information on past members or the descendants of the original founding members to
help us by providing that information to the committee.
The committee members are Donna Conley, Debbie-Ellen Beckett, Lloyd & Jaunita Moffatt, John & Kathi Wyatt
and Terra Nobora.

The Church as a mosaic

Love and Laughter Go Hand in Hand
Share these jokes with your beloved on
February 14 — or whenever some humor can
brighten a day!

A mosaic consists of thousands of little
stones. Some are blue, some are green,
some are yellow, some are gold. When we
bring our faces close to the mosaic, we can
admire the beauty of each stone. But as we
step back from it, we can see that all these
little stones reveal to us a beautiful picture,
telling a story none of these stones can tell
by itself.
That is what our life in [the church] is
about. Each of us is like a little stone, but
together we reveal the face of God to the
world. Nobody can say: “I make God visible.”
But others who see us together can say:
“They make God visible.” [Christian]
community is where humility and glory
touch.
—Henri J.M. Nouwen

Liquor License (s)
Please pray for the appeal hearing on the
license permit. Well, once again the hearing
has been postponed for two to three months
(or longer) at the request of the opposing
counsel. Our side was completely ready to go.
Attorney Shemanski, Associate Assistant
Attorney General said
That it seems to follow the old saying:
“No news is good news”
Watch for updates as
we receive more
information as to the
next tentative date.
.

Q: What valentine did the French chef give his
wife?
A: A hug and a quiche
Q: What did the paper clip say to the magnet?
A: “I find you very attractive.”
Q: What did the pencil say to the paper?
A: “I dot my i’s on you!”
Q: How did the phone propose to his
girlfriend?
A: He gave her a ring.
Q: What do you call a very small valentine?
A: A valentiny

Lighten Your Load
Keeping sabbath, not just on Sundays but throughout
the entire week in an integrated way, keeps us
sane, says Donna Schaper. While our culture pushes
us to move faster, work harder and acquire more
money and stuff, sabbath observances promote play,
rest, love and worship.
“Sabbath — time for God — is a gift in its origin
and in its keeping,” Schaper writes in Sabbath
Keeping (Cowley Publications). “It is not another
must; it is a may. God invites us to keep sabbath;
God does not demand it.”
The commandment to keep the Sabbath day holy, she
notes, “is an invitation to a party, not to a hanging.
Sabbath keeping is not one more thing to add to our
already long lists. [It] is lightness, not heaviness.”

Neighborly Love
As an ordained minister, Fred Rogers
harnessed the power of television to tell
children they were loved — and to show them
how to love others. In You Are Special, he
writes, “When we love a person, we accept him
or her exactly as is: the lovely with the
unlovely, the strong along with the fearful, the
true mixed in with the façade, and of course,
the only way we can do it is by accepting
ourselves that way.”
In a review of the touching documentary Won’t
You Be My Neighbor? a write for Varietynotes:
“Rogers’ real secret was … that the call to love
your neighbor as yourself isn’t a slogan to
hang in your kitchen with flowers around it —
it’s a decision you make at every moment, to
view every man, woman and child on earth as
your neighbor. If you don’t see and feel that,
and act on it, then you’re just another
narcissist with a kitchen slogan.”
Last October, when a synagogue shooting
shattered the peace of Rogers’ real-life former
neighborhood, residents of all religions
embraced one another as neighbors.
Afterward, the Fred Rogers Center stated, “We
long for a day when there is no more tragedy
born from hatred.”
“Knowing what must be done does away with
fear.”
—Rosa Parks

“I drop kindness pebbles in still water every day,
and I watch the effect they have on other
people’s lives. My favorite kindness pebbles are
compliments. Drop a compliment and watch the
ripple effect that it has in your life.”
Remarkably, these cheery words come from a
father who has faced many dark, difficult days.
In 6 Minutes Wrestling With Life, John Passaro
tells of his daughter’s heart-wrenching battle
with meningitis. The struggles didn’t make him
bitter; rather, he frequently offers uplifting
words on social media.
What if we followed Passaro’s example and
complimented people regularly? Philippians 4:8
(NIV) instructs us to think about things that are
noble, lovely, admirable, excellent and
praiseworthy. By extension, turning those
positive thoughts into words causes “kindness
pebbles” to spread God’s light in ripples
throughout someone’s day — and, doubtless,
through ours.

Once again God was working in this church during our last
Family Movie Night. We had a larger group and we had
children. It isn’t just Worship that is growing, it appears
that in all activities we are growing.
The Fish radio station 95.5 had a month of kindness in January
with a different act of kindness for everyday. I thought, what
a great premise but was surprised that most of their ‘daily acts’ were things that I do on a regular basis
without even thinking about it. But as I thought more about it…we as Christians should be doing kindnesses
like holding the door open, complimenting a stranger, telling someone to have a blessed day, covering the
person ahead of you in line that is frantically looking to find enough change to pay the bill, maybe paying for
the car behind you or table next to you as a surprise. (If a cashier asks me what to say, I tell him/her “If
the person asks, just tell them God loves them”.) You never know how small kindnesses affect the recipient.
It may be the only good thing that happened to them recently.

Be a blessing to someone today – you may be the only “Bible” that they will read.
LET THEM SEE CHRIST IN YOU!

Christian education
(Board members:, Terra Nobora, Sandy Tompkins, Janice Wood and
Debi-Ellen Beckett with Pam Witchey—as Sunday School
superintendent)

We are starting to plan ahead for upcoming events. Mark your calendars for August 18th
for our Annual Church Picnic and October 20th for Family Fun Day. We expect to have a
date for Harvest Fest soon.
We are having a Family Movie Night this month on February 15th at 7:00pm.
We are also in the planning stages for hosting Vacation Bible School. It will probably be an
edited weekend version. Watch for information in upcoming Links.
There is a need for Children’s Church teachers during our regular Sunday Worship.
Even one Sunday a month would help tremendously! Please see Pam or Rhea if you can
take a Sunday.
Your Board of Christian Education

Kairos Corner
Kairos Reunion this month is Saturday February 9th.
Many guys have been moved from GCI (Grafton) to LORCI (Lorain)
and could really use some prayer to keep them in Christ now that they
no longer have the Kairos program to help them. Also, please hold in
continued prayers the Kairos classes that remain at GCI. It could be
that the gentleman that they looked to for support and guidance on a
daily basis is no longer there to boost them up. All are going through an upheaval with
almost half of the Kairos participants shipped off to the Lorain facility across the
street. Many fragile friendships and support systems have been torn apart.
Pray for safe passage to and from for Ed, especially when the roads traveled may be
snowy and slick.

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 25:4

“In the coldest February,
as in every other month in
every other year, the best
thing to hold on to in this
world is each other.”
—Linda Ellerbee

“Love is like a tennis
match; you’ll never win
consistently until you learn
to serve well.”
—Dan P. Herod
“Knowing what must be
done does away with fear.”
—Rosa Parks
Three in One
Everyday objects can serve as simple lessons about biblical truth. To
illustrate the profound concept of the Trinity, for example, some
teachers use an apple, an egg or a three-leaf clover. During winter, you
can point to a kid-friendly snowman to describe how God is Three in
One.
The ball of snow on the base represents God the Father,
our Creator and strong foundation. The middle ball, with
stick arms reaching to the side, reminds us of Jesus,
who died on the cross. And the snowman’s head stands
for the Holy Spirit, our ever-present Counselor who
helps us and speaks God’s truth to us.

Got Love?
Love asks
nothing in
return but
seeks those
who need it.
And who
needs our love
more than those who are
consumed with hatred and
are utterly devoid of love?
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

1767 Goodyear Boulevard

Akron, Ohio 44305

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

9:15 a.m. – Praise in room 18
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

Phone: 330-784-5497

Worship Time

Fax: 330-784-8656

Church Office Hours: 9:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

E-Mail: goodyear.baptist@sbcglobal.net

Pastor: D. Edward Witchey
Music Director: David Fisher

Website: www.ghbcakron.org

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church

