THE LINK
Upcoming Events
Good Neighbors Clothing Closet
Every Thursday
9:30am-noon
Volunteers are needed
Centennial Committee
Next meeting will be Saturday,
June 15th at 10:30am
Palm Sunday
April 14th
Maundy Thursday
April 18th
Good Friday
April 19th
Movie at 7:00pm

Oops!
Be the
first
person
to find the
error in the
Link, contact
Lorie for a $10
restaurant gift
card. Monica
Ortiz found
the error in the
March Link.

Jeremy Jordan
Lyndsey Byrne
Shelly James
Haylie Lee
Julia Levan

Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 12
Apr 15
Apr 19

Special Dates
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 7
• Holy Week, April 14-21
• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 14
• Maundy Thursday, April 18
• Good Friday, April 19
• Easter Sunday, April 21

Easter Sunday
April 21
Sonrise Service
7:30am
Pancake Breakfast
8:15am
Easter Egg Hunt
8:45am
Easter Service
10:30am

April: Chuck Magner and
Jaden Watkins
Thank Robert and Sandi
Tompkins for being our
March greeters.

If someone would like to be
a greeter, contact Jaunita
Moffatt.

As I write this, it is Sunday morning (the 31st). I have just
opened the church, completed my daily reading, and now
in the hours until church starts, my mind begins to
wander.
In just a very few days, we will be celebrating Holy Week
once again. For eight Easters (if I figured right) I have
been your pastor here, with this being the ninth. And yet
(surprisingly) in many ways I don’t feel any smarter or
better equipped for the task than when I started.
Oh, I have some confidence that I can complete the task
I’ve been called to- in an acceptable and timely manner. I know I can get the
scheduling done and create the messages and provide the appropriate
atmosphere to allow everyone to have a meaningful holiday. But in a very real
sense, I almost feel as though I am a spectator.
It seems our church is slowly but steadily growing - and I have no explanation
for that. And while I really enjoy the study and the effort it takes to create a
unique message each week, if someone were to ask me what I was going to
speak about two weeks from now, I generally wouldn’t have a clue. Which is to
say, I have a hard time discerning whether my sermon topics are being Spirit
led, or are simply ‘seat of my pants’.
Ever since 2002 when I began preaching here on the occasional Sunday, the
topic I chose would simply be something that interested me, something I felt I
needed to know about, or something I needed to hear. And it seems that
method has worked fairly well. Looking at my files, it seems to date I’ve come
up with some 450 messages! For an uneducated mechanic, that has to be some
kind of record!
Which brings me to the idea that recently occurred to me; it seems our church
might benefit from people having more input into the messages- into what is
being taught. I suspect there are folks who yearn to hear a message on some
particular topic or some particular Scripture, who would like to have this question
answered or learn more about that… Let me know what you think. There is
nothing more encouraging to a teacher than a good question.
God bless you all.

Donna Conley, Cherrie LeBarre, Debbie Arnold

Your generous contributions to the work of Missions at Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
are appreciated. We are able to reach outside of our church and help others in need.
One of the groups that are supported is Rahab Ministries. Rahab is a faith-based
ministry devoted to rescuing and restoring women trafficked into sexual situations in NE
Ohio. Rahab aims to provide every practical need while always pointing the women they
work with toward a relationship with Jesus Christ. They encourage and support women
in reclaiming their lives, realizing that they have worth and helping them walk in
confidence. We are supporting their mission with our funds from mission donations.
RMMO: Thank you for your contributions to this offering that helps retired ministers
and missionaries and their spouses. Our contributions will be mailed in March and the
final total will be announced in the April Link.
May God bless our giving.

Our ABWM Spring Dinner is right
around the corner on April 16 at
6:00pm
Bring a friend, neighbor, coworker, mother, sister, daughter.
All are welcome!   

Raise Your Voice!
With happy voices ringing,
thy children, Lord, appear,
their joyous praises bringing
in anthems sweet and clear.
For skies of golden splendor,
for azure rolling sea,
for blossoms sweet and tender,
O Lord, we worship thee.
—William Tarrant

Moderator’s Minutes
So were you able to make it to the last Council meeting? If your answer was yes
then for a change you can clue me in to what occurred. You see I went ill that
Sunday and missed the action. Nothing like a good stomach virus to ruin a perfectly
good day. And as it turned out a number of days.

I have often wondered if sickness is how we come to appreciate good health. If
you’re like me you don’t consider a well feeling stomach as a blessing when all is good. When the headache
subsides normal sets in and you just don’t think about it anymore. When the big money crunch is somehow
appeased and the stress lifts, life just goes on.

We are in the Season of Lent. It seems I have managed to lose track of my blessings. How appropriate that at a
time when I should be in reflection in my life that I’m coming face to face with my fragile existence . Add the fact
that at no time through my recent trials did I turn to God with prayer. I can’t recall how many times I have advised
others to pray. Wow…. what is to become of me?

Brothers and sisters learn from my mistakes. Pray often. Count your blessings regularly. Praise the Lord for
always taking care of your needs. Maybe pray again. Consider thinking about your God who never stops thinking
about you. Now I’m gonna take my own advise an pray. I can do better. See ya next month.

Eddie Nobora

Centennial Committee

Trading places

Our church was founded in October 1919.
This year marks our 100th anniversary. We will
have an open house on Saturday, October 19th and services and
a dinner on Sunday, October 20th. Our last meeting on March
23rd saw us having quite a few addresses for mailing. Donna
Conley and her family have had “save the date” post cards made
up for mailing. You should see one soon.

During a 2018 terrorist attack in France,
Lt. Colonel Arnaud Beltrame sacrificed his
life for a stranger’s. He willingly swapped
places with a store clerk who was being
used as a human shield. After several
hours of trying to end the standoff,
Beltrame was killed.

We had visitors who helped greatly with this. If you know of
someone who you think should be included please let anyone on
the committee know. John Wyatt is helping gather missing
addresses for names that have been given to us.

At the hero’s funeral, President Emmanuel
Macron said Beltrame knew the risk but
realized “the example has to be set from
the top.” And Father Jean-Baptiste said
only the officer’s faith could explain his
sacrifice: Beltrame “knew, as Jesus said
to us, that, ‘There is no greater love than
to give one’s life for one’s friends.’ I
believe that only a Christian faith moved
by charity could [account] for this
superhuman sacrifice.”

Our next meeting is June 15th and we will be planning the actual
services. We will also begin preparing the letter of invitation at
that time. If you are interested in helping with anything we
would more than welcome you.
The committee members are Donna Conley, Debbie-Ellen
Beckett, Lloyd & Jaunita Moffatt, John & Kathi Wyatt and Terra
Nobora

Meanings in the Meal

Vulnerable Yet Victorious

While taking boxing lessons, Timothy Keller
was warned to never put his hands at his
side. That position leaves one’s face and
torso
exposed
to
the
opponent.
In a video on ChurchLeaders.com, the pastor
and author notes that Jesus’ hands weren’t
just out to the side on the cross; they were
nailed there. “How much more vulnerable
could he be?” That vulnerability, Keller
says, makes Jesus’ death the ultimate act of
friendship, which should encourage people
who
feel
far
from
God.
Defining
friendship
as
candor
and
consistency, Keller notes that friends always
let you in, never let you down and always
have time for you. Jesus didn’t let us down
on Good Friday — or on Easter. Although
Jesus “had all of hell coming down on Him,”
Keller says, our Savior proclaimed to his
Father, “Not my will but thine be done.”

Christ has triumphed!

Jesus instituted Communion while celebrating the
Jewish Passover with his disciples. The meal’s
ritual foods hold meaning for Christians, too,
because our faith story is interwoven with that of
Judaism.
Matzoh: This unraised bread recalls the Israelites’
hasty departure from oppression in Egypt. Jesus
used the Passover bread to symbolize his body,
which delivers us from bondage to sin and death.
Salt water: It symbolizes the tears of the Hebrews
and of all who suffer in any time and place.
Christians believe that in Jesus, God embraced
human suffering so we need never face it alone.
Parsley: Dipped in the salt water, this green, leafy
vegetable represents the Hebrews’ rebirth out of
sorrow into the joy of freedom. Easter’s celebration
of resurrection proclaims a coming day when God
“will wipe every tear from [our] eyes [and] there will
be no more death” (Revelation 21:4, NIV).
Shankbone: A lamb slaughtered for each Hebrew
household meant life for those within. The meat
strengthened them for the escape journey, and the
blood, swabbed on their doorframe, signaled for
Death to “pass over.” Jesus used wine at the
Passover meal to symbolize his blood — of the
Lamb of God — which he would shed for our
salvation.
Egg: For Jews celebrating Passover, an egg
symbolizes memory of the Exodus and renewal of
faith. For Christians at Easter, eggs — especially
open, empty ones — call to mind Jesus’ empty
tomb, renewal and abundant life.

Let laughter ‘spring’ forth!
“Spring is when you feel like whistling, even with a shoe
full of slush.” (Doug Larson)
“Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly safe to put all
of your eggs in one basket.” (Evan Esar)

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;
Death is strong, but life is stronger.
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right.
Faith and hope triumphant say;
Christ will rise on Easter Day.
—Phillips Brooks

“Spring is the time of year when it is summer in the sun
and winter in the shade.” (Charles Dickens)
“The world is mud-luscious and puddle wonderful.”
(e.e. cummings)
“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like
dirt.” (Margaret Atwood)

The Magnitude of God’s love
It would be spectacular and amazing ... if some
king’s son were to appear in a beggar’s home
to nurse him in his illness, wash off his filth
and do everything else the beggar would have
to do. Would this not be a profound humility?
Any spectator or any beneficiary of this honor
would feel impelled to admit that he had seen
or experienced something unusual and
extraordinary, something magnificent.
And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of
such magnitude that the greater the filth and
stench of our sins, the more He befriends us,
the more He cleanses us, relieving us of all our
misery and of the burden of all our sins and
placing them upon His own back.

What Easter Does
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is lifechanging and life-giving for His followers. But,
as Henry Knox Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful
news … does not change the contemporary
world.” On earth, we still must deal with sin,
pain, death and brokenness. And “still before
us lie work, discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds.
What Easter does, though, is provide
Christians with “the spiritual power to do the
work, accept the discipline and make the
sacrifice.”
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to
bear our worldly troubles with joy, peace and
hope. His resurrection assures us that trials,
tears and suffering are only temporary, while
eternal victory and life with Jesus are
permanent.

Whenever the devil declares: “You are a
sinner!” Christ interposes: “I will reverse the
order; I will be a sinner, and you are to go
scot-free.” Who can thank our God enough for
this mercy?
—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works 22, 166-167

Kairos Corner
We will be hosting the Kairos Spaghetti Dinner again this year. I’m
sure it will have another theme like the “Meatball Mania” likelast time.
There will be some type of entertainment, games and things for kids
of all ages. Watch for announcements as the dates and times get set.
There is sure to be great food, fellowship and surprises.
The next Kairos Weekend is Thursday May 2 through Sunday May 5.
That means it’s cookie time again!
Please keep the Kairos classes both still in GCI and those who have been dispersed
elsewhere in your prayers.
Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these … you did it to me”
Matthew 24:4

Christian education
Easter is nearly upon us. We hope to see you all at the events that surround
this blessed season.
There will be an Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30 am on Easter morning right after the breakfast
that starts right after the Son Rise service which starts at 7:30 am. Bring your family &
friends.
We will have a movie night, with snacks and fellowship on May 15th, movie to be
announced
On May 19th there will be a Potluck Fellowship Dinner right after church. A sign-up sheet
will be in the back of the sanctuary.
We would very much appreciate volunteers to work in the nursery and second hour as
relief for our teachers. If you would like to help please let us know.
Our next meeting is April 14th right after church. We hope to see you there.
Your Christian Education Board, Janice Wood, Sandy Thompkins, Debbie-Ellen Beckett & Terra
Nobora with Pam Witchey – Sunday School Superintendent
There is a need for Children’s Church teachers during our regular Sunday Worship. Even one
Sunday a month would help tremendously! Please see Pam or Rhea if you can take a Sunday.
I love spring. It is a season of renewing… little flowers peeking out of the
still partially frozen ground, the birds chirping, the smell of the first
freshly mown grass. As an avid gardener, The chance to imagine
exactly what is going on warms my heart. I wait with anticipation
for the temperature to go high enough to tend my blueberry and
blackberry bushes, to clean out the leaves and debris that the fall and
winter winds brought into each bed, and to refresh the soil so it can be full of nutrients for a new year. I
get excited seeing perennials breaking through the soil to once again start their cycle of blooming.
Like my garden, God also has a ‘garden’. A period of renewal where we walk the path Jesus took on those
final days. He wants us to remember each day up to the Cross. To meditate on the Gift that God gave
through His Son. The fact that Jesus took on the suffering that He hadn’t earned, the pain and humiliation
leading up to His death, only to conquer the grave on the third day. With the resurrection, Christ took all
our sins and washed us clean. Renewed like the gardens of spring. We feel sorrow in His suffering only to
rejoice in the Gift His death gave to each of us.
Please let this be a fresh ‘garden’ moment in your life. Let your life be refreshed and renewed. God has
offered each of us redemption, all we need to do is ask.

“Easter is more than a day,
an event, a remembrance.
It is a way of life.”
—Michael Marsh
“Forgiveness is the well
from which we draw the
water to wash others’
feet.”
— D. Siler

“Spring is nature's way of
saying, ‘Let's party!’”
—Robin Williams
“God loves each of us as if
there were only one of us.”
—St. Augustine
The Final Word
When wildfires ravaged Paradise, California, in 2018, dozens were killed and thousands lost homes,
irreplaceable mementos and personal connections. School, work and church routines were upended.
If life has both “cross-like times” and “resurrection-like times,” as a pastor once said, this certainly was a
cross-like time. But God never lets death, sorrow or suffering have the final say. To bring light to dark
times, God works through countless good-hearted helpers.
One was 90-year-old Bob Wilson, a Los Angeles man who quickly decided to give people he’d never met
“something ... [to] lift their spirits.” That “something” was a $1,000 handwritten check for each of the 1,085
students and staff members at Paradise High School. The checks, which came with no restrictions, were
presented at a gathering that felt healing to many.
Cross and resurrection times are interwoven in this life, but the cross doesn’t win. One day, God promises,
resurrection will have the final word.

Goodyear Heights Baptist Church
1767 Goodyear Boulevard
Akron, Ohio 44305

